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We 4 1 worthy 150 0 the Pe MEN Tractate : 
Was brought up among the Pedobaptiſts, and 
educated for the Miniſtry at the Independent 


Academy in London, then under the care of Dr. 
Ripcrey. A careful examination of the Scrip- 


ture account of Baptiſm was what convinced him 
that Infant Baptiſm is not an ordinance of Chriſt. 


Fhe Scriptare Manual is a recital of that 
examination and its reſult. "When he entered upon 
the enquiry about Baptiſm, no one, he ſa 'S, could 
ore: earneſtly deſire to find the evidence on the 

de cf the common practice; all his converſation 


and proſpects leaning ſtrongly that way, —The 


propriety. of the author's mode of enquiry, and 
the juſtneſs of his determination, arę here ſub. 


mitted to the conſideration of the candid . 
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E55 E very extraordinary 1 which has lately been ex- 
preſſed from the pulpit, and the preſs, for Infant-baptiſm, 


fas an ordinance of God, or of unqueſtionable and divine 


n Jauthority, put me on reviewing 94g evidence, by which I was 
ormerly convinced of the contrary. 9 
And as don't remember to have met with any thing on' the [i 
* Wubjed? exattly in this form; if it has no other advantage, it 
d 4% point out a method of enquiry to thoſe who make the word 
b. H Cod the rule of their faith and practice. 
er. There are ſome few hints taken from modern autbors; 3 but 
be main is the judgment I * of theſe. gy at the timg a 
; referred to. | 
7 be 


II have only to add, I am not conſeicus of a wilful mifinter- 


Fretation of any text, but have faithfully given what I appre. 
ended to be the real ſenſe of the Holy Gheft ; ; to thoſe influence 
and bleſſi "g 1 — recommend it, 
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6. for Becomes read becometh, 
15. f. Jordon r. Jordan. 


29. f. that x. aba. 


g. f. Matt. viii. r. Matt. xxviil. 
bs f. Mark vi. r. Mart xVi, 6 


rr. ver 7. 


32. after day r. there avere added unto. 


1. f. Fate r. ſtealcts. 


24. T7 der/on r. perſons. 


. having r. hearing. 


f. ar, ve. 50 


1. f Houlal r. Hall. 
12. add of after 7s 


laſt line f. 2 Pet. i. 2. N 2 Pet. 1 i. 11 and f. n by 1. 


N 
22 f. belong r. Belanging. 
1. f. loaz r. looked. 
44. f. blefing r. bleſſings. 
22. f. Rom. Xt; r. Rom. ix. 
6. f. not r. one 
19. f. Arſi fruits r. Fuſt Fruit. 


4. F. 1 Cor. ji. DT, 'S Gor, X. 


Ta th, * 


Fo 


leaſe to correct the following Errors which oth. in the © 


per, and were not perceived till too late for 'Corvetyon in the 
ut Edition. | 


Line 3 


* 


1 AT 8 antifin fs an e ee of 3 Chrid. is eus : 
N by the — of thoſe who call themſelves Chriſtians. 


That it is of flanding uſe in the church of God, appeats 
from the 4 mature of the inſtitution when rightly underſtood, 
and the promiſe of the great Head of the church th this miniſters 
in the adminiſtration of it; lo, I am with you alway, even to the 
end of the world. 

And as this need is diſtinguiſhed from others, in-its li- 
mitation to a finge adminiſtration, without repetition : great 
care ſhould be taken, that we act agreeable to the mind of 


Chriſt in it; what is to be done but once in che WN s liſe, 
ought to be done well. ö 


Ag | | It 


A ſolemn 1 of the disine glories, and pr fell fubjeQion 
to the authority of Father, Son, ani Sp.rit, with. a thankfu] recognition of the 


burial and reſurrection of our Lord Jeſus Crit; in the view of which we ache 
10 4 unto ſin, and live unto * neſs, 


It is 8 men are apt to run zune extremes; ſome wy go! 
pollibly. make too. much, of Baptiſm, ſuppoſing it. to bea . 
rating, or Juſt ing ordinance; chat it waſhes away the guilt Sf go! 
original fin, and is always accompanied with the conveyance of Toy 
grace, —— Others may think as meanly of it, as a mere circum- 


ſtantial ritual, or teſt of obedience to a poſitive precept, with- -" of 
little, if any ſpiritual meaning. | 

Nor are men, good and learned men, leſs divided about the | 4 
fubjects and mode of this ſacred inſtitution. If this aroſe from dar 


the obſcurity or ambiguity of the terms in which it is revealed, | riſe 
it might carry the ap 2 of ſome reflection on the wiſdom gen 
ef the law-giver'; 1 ga duty of common concern, in which fru 
the lainef Chriſtian is as deeply intereſted; as men of the fl Ab 
greateſt capacity or literature: but if it appears, that God has wh 


not been wanting in this matter, and that the ſcripture account to 
oh it is in terms of a determinate meaning, and eaſy to be unh 1 4 
derſtood; whatever darkneſs may attend our. minds, we haye ge anc 
room to quarrel with revelation. BB for 

It is now near thirty years, ſince 1 firſt examined this matter: cel 
and] am ſure ne one could enter into the inquiry, with more afte 
earneſt deſire to find it on the ſide of the common praflice ; all my tom, 


converſation and proſpects leaning ſtrongly that way. 1 
The method 1 took was, { hope in a dependence on God, his 
whoſe direction I earneftly implored, to collect the whole Avi. 0 
dence from ſcripture, to — 2 carefully every part ſeparately, / 
that I might know what was his youu and e Hep will in reße 
this ſervice. - . fru 
And whether 1 ſhould happily attain the deſireable end or the 
not, I remember I found great peace in the integrity of the de-! 7 
termination. Accordingly looking oP to oa} 1 21 FRI cou 
to ſearch the ſcriptures. : ' | 13 1 
The queſtions Peer me were, 8 | ren 
Whether believers, or perſons profeſſing faith and e 1 
only, N 
Or believers and their natural offspring, or infants in common afte 
were the proper ſubjects of baptiſm? _ ro! 
And whether the manner of adminiſtration was by den Ton Ln 


er plunging, or by ſprinkling or pouring; or whether either that 
13 wight * uſed — P „ Fa 5-9; far 
| | Conſidering 


ay 
Ne 
'of 
of 


ich 


goſpel-diſpen | 
count of it in the New Teſtament. Accordingly. I began with the. 


„„ 
 Confidering. that Baptiſm was an Seiner peculiar to the. 


ation; I thought it moſt natural, to expect an ac- 


goſpel of St. Matthew, and in the third chapter met with the fol- 7 
_ towing deſcription of John's baptiſm. * 

In thoſe days came John the Baptiſt, preaching in the. wilderneſs 
-" of Judeaz _ - ſaying, Repent ye, for the kingdom of - heaven is at. 
Rand. e then went out to him Jeruſalem, and all Judea, and 
all the region round about Jordan, and mere baptized of him in _ Jor- 
dan, ' conſe Hing their fins —And that when he jaw many of the Pha- 
riſees and Seeds come to his Baptiſm, he ſaid unto them. 0 
generation vipers, who hath warned you, &c. Bring forth therefore 
fruits meet for repentance, and think not to ſay within Joſe: we oa 
Abraham to our father, &c. 

Here 1 found that ohn had a ſpecial commiſſion given him, 
1 preach and baptize. | 

That the ſubſtance of his miniſtry, Was che Jofrine of repent- | 
8 in the view-of the near approach of the Meihab ; repents 
for the kingdom of heaven ts at hand. \ 

That his ſucceſs was very extraordinary, multitudes flocking 
after him, to hear him preach, and be baptized of himy e 
lem, and all Judea, and the region round about, & . WT 
| That the place of his preaching, was the wilderneſs; and of 
his baptizing, the river Zordan. . | boot 

That the action was baptizing— . 

And that the diſpoſition of mind A 0s 1n hi ſubjeQs was 
repentance ; and ſuch repentance as ſhould be productive of good 


fruits: and where this was wanting, a relation to Abraham as 


their fa her did not entitle them to his baptiſm, . 
This appeared to me to be the ſum of the account; and I | 
could not help oblerving, | 
There's no intimation of children —_— brought hy. their r pa- 


Tents to Joni. 


Not a word of his baptizing thank | | 

No recommendation of this to their-parents, as a as to be . 
afterwards perſormed by them, in conſequence of their being 
Ph omg to his doctrine. No hint of pouring or ſprinkling; 

ut that John baptized the people in the river Juen and 
that he did this on their repentance or profe fſion of it. 1hus 
far the - evidence being for adult baptilmm, 1 proceeded to 
TE A 4 z conlidex 


* 


" I 


— 


4). 


* conſider ide baptiſm of our Lord, as detribad: in, the 5 
| chap. verſes 19, 44, 15, 16. Then: cometh Jeſus from Galilee 
to ſordan, to John to be laptized of him. But John forbad him, 
faying I have nerd to be. baptized: of thee, and comeſt thou to me ? 


And Jeſus anfwering, ſard unto lum, ſuffer it to be ſo now : fot 


bir "becomes" us" to fulſt all righteouſngſse Then he. ſuffered hum. 


— 


And ſeſus, when he wa eee went "up re nth out of the © - 


winter, "Gee. 


Hers Sabherved our Jerdbdid nk Gd to 88 . and 


baptize him, but went himſelf from Galilee to Jordan, the place 


where John was baptizing; offered himſelf as a ſubject. 


Poly, apprehenſive of his ſuperior glory, modeſtly refuſes, 


Uur Lord imfitis on it, as a part of righteouſneſs it became him 
to fulfil. John baptized him, ind as *® Mark expreſsly lays, in 


the river Jordon; aud from the expreſſion of his coming out of 
the water, I concluded it was by immerſion. 
1 took notice of a difference between this, and the former 2 


account.” - Here was no preaching: on John's part; no repent- 


ance required of, or confeſſed by our Lord Jeſus previous 0 
— theſe the dignity and purity of his perſon rendered un- 


He had the richeſt unction of the Holy Spirit, and 

was holy: harmleſs, and undefiled. However he ap g with 
eat zeal to engage in the duty; and I thought he 
Fend of che church, and example of his People, when he ſaid, 


Thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs, 


The next place 1 — was Matt. xix. 1g, 14. compared 


| with Mart x. 13. and Luke xviii. ” 
Dien were there broupht unto him little children, that he ſhould put has \ 


hands on them and pray e and the diſciples rebuked them But Jeſus 
» fuffer liutie chiluren and forbid them not to come unto me: for of 


2 is the * of heaven. 


This I had often heard quoted in favor of infant-Baptiſm, and 


therefore though I did not find the word baptize in the text, [ 


thought it deſerved a particular conſideration. 


And the firſt thing which came before me, was the defire of 


the parents or friegds of thoſe children, or what they auned at 
in bringing them ta Chrift; and the evangeliſt Matthew ſays, it 
was that he ſhoulg-put hi, hands on them and pray. Mark and Luke 
fay, that he might touch them; neither of them give the leaſt hints 


hoy to any deſire or requeſt that they might be baptized. 
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and the text ſays, he took them up in his arms, put his hands on them, 
and blefſed them . This, and no more, our Lord did at this time, 
as I could find, by comparing the evangeliſts : 
This led me to conſder the reluftance of the diſciples, that 
| theſe children, ſhouldſbe brought, and our Lord's diſpleaſure fig- 
„ nifßfied by bis check of hem, ſuffer little children to come unto me, for 
What the diſciples reaſon was for oppoſing them, is not 
recorded: Ithought it, could not be from an unwillingneſs that 
. FF infants ſhould be e had that been the practice of Jun, 
or the known will of their Maſter. This they could hardly be 
1 guilty of; nor does our Lord take the leaſt notice of it in his 
a reproof: its likely they were uneaſy he ſhould be interrupted 
f from attending to matters, they judged of greater importance; 
| but however this was, I found they ſtood reproved and the rea · 
„„ ͤR ⁰ ¹·—¹uern‚̃̃— ͥͤͤ⅛˙ůu $155 | 
5 For of fuch is the kingdom of heaven. 8 
o | _ Here I conſidered- the kingdom of heaven muſt intend the king- 
1 dom of grace, Wale, 5 | a RO | 
d And firſt, I began with the kingdom of grace, and preſently 
h ſaw, that muſt either be the inviſible church or general aſſembly 
e | of the firſt- born whole names are written in heaven, or particu- 
lar churches conſtitated in goſpel-order; for I could bave no 
notion of a national church, under the New Teſtament-diſpen- 
ed ſation, Accordingly I brought infants to each of theſe, endea- 
| vouring to come at the truth. As to the inviſible church, con- 
kis « | ſiſting only, as I could ſee, of the election of grace, 1, thought 
whether all, or.who.among infants are a part of it, could only be 
of known to God; and this being a matter wholly unrevealed, I 
. could not ſee how it could give them a right to Baptiſm. 
nd As to particular churches, it did not appear that infants were 
11 claimed or treated as members; nor could 1 underſtand their ca- 
| pacity for memberſhip, which ſeemed to be founded in the New _ 
of || Teſtament, on a declared agreement of the ſaints in principles and 
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1 at experience. 3 70 3 4916 5- lb =: 
Nt I then conſidered the kingdom of glory, conſiſting in the 


uke beatific viſion, and enjoyment of Cod. And here I pre- 
ints it | N "A'S | "3 {ently 


— 


— 


„ 
. 1 9 3 8 ns % — 7 3 3 n N - 8 

reſently found, my wiſhes out- run revelation; and in the 1 
iſſue was obliged to leave infants to the ſovereign mercy of : 4 


him, who is the Judge of the earth, and will do nothing 3 


but what is right. Nor could I ſee, on the ſuppoſition of their 


being all admitted to that kingdom, af which I could find no | 1 
ſcripture aſſurance, that their right to baptiſm was evinced, with- 
out a ſecial order from the Lawzgiver' of the church, or ſome . a: 


neceſſary connection between that ordinance and eternal life. of 
Muſing on theſe things, I looked a little farther, and foon th, 
found the difficulty removed, and the expreſſion ᷑leared up, ev 


of fuch is the kingdom of heaven; that is, as our Lord adds, a 
verily, I ſay unto you, whoſoever ſhall not receive the kingdom of God co 


as a little child, he ſhall not enter therein, or as Luke has it, in nao | be 
— 5 EO IR ß RS os ICH 2p thi 
It now appeared, that our Lord was ſpeaking of the | ſef 


temper, and not merely of the perſons of children; and dit 


that greatly confirmed me, was a parallel paſſage, Matt. „wi. 


xviii. 2, g. Jeſus called a little child and jet him in the midſl | the 
F them, and ſaid, verily J ſay unto you, except ye be converted, une 
and become as little children, ye fhall not enter into the kingdom Ch 
of heaven. And adds, whoſoever therefore fhall humble hamfelf | we; 


as this little child, the ſame is the greateſt in the kingdom of the 


heaven, and whoſo ſhall receive one Juch little child in my name, | of t/ 


Tecerveth me : and - whoſoever ſhall offend one of theſe little ones | con 


which believe in me, it were better for him, that a milſtone were ] 


EET 


hanged about his neck, and that lie were drowned in the depth of | and 
Here I compared the expreſſions of receiving Chriſt, -and f /coul 
receiving one of theſe little ones, making profeſſion of 1 


bis name, and the little ones, believing in him, with the | or : 


dreadful nature of the threatning in offending them; and as v 


' I could not ſee how theſe could be applicable to mere of t! 
| Infants, but were all well adapted to younger or weaker F ceiy; 


Chriſtians. 


| ſhould 


Upon the whole, after the ſtricteſt ſearch, I could find' in Tl 
theſe texts nothing relating to Baptiſm, Nor could 1 help ſeem; 
thinking, had it been the intention of our Lord that infants I wher 

be baptized, he would not have omitted the practice, Þ ner i 


. 


— ee 


(. 12 ) 


or ſome diſcourſe about it, on occaſions which ſeemed ſo natu- 
'H rally to lead him to it. 155 i 
3 FPailing of my hoped for diſcovery of Infant-Baptiſm here, I 
s | Haſtegedto the 5 SR 
r 
d 


: 


. Commiſſion recorded Matt. x viii. 18, 19, 20. compared with 


Mark vi. 15, 16. 


e and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
| of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, Tea fing them to obſerve all 


n || rings, whatſoever I have comman led you? and lo I am with you alway, 
p, even unto the end of the world. 8 7 „„ 
8, Struck with the ſupreme authority of a riſen Jeſus, I 
od | concluded from the ſolemnity of the introduction, it muſt 
no | be a very heinous affront, to add, alter, or take away from 
; the ſacred commandment. And with a mind I truſt, poſ- 
he || ſefſed with reverence of his Majeſty, I entered into a me- 
ad ditation on the precept. Here 1 found the perſons charged 
t. „with the ee ae were the apoſtles; who, notwithſtanding 
dſt || the eminence of their character, and peculiars of their after 


ed, || unCttion, were not to make, but publiſh and explain the laws of, 


om Chriſt. That, and only that which they received of the Lord, 
felf were they to declare to the church. And from the nature of 
of the duty enjoined, and the reach of the promiſe even, to the end 
me, | of the world, I judged all goſpel-miniſters to be included in the 
ones commiſſion. ; | 35 „ Shes 
were The duty enjoyned, or ſervice to be performed, was to teach 
, of | and baptize. | 


7 Or as I underſtood it, to make diſciples by teaching (for 1 


anc could not think of any other way) and then to baptize them. 
of The ſubje&s of inſtruction and baptiſm, were all nations, 
the or as Mark has it, all the world, and every creature, Gentz/{es, 


and | as well as 7ews; not every individual, for the abſurdity ' 


nere of that was moſt glaring; but ſuch as were capable of re- 

aker E ceiving the do&rine, and making a profeſſion of it, in order to 
| Baptiſm. | „ „ 

d in The time of baptizing, according to the evangeliſt Mark, 

help © ſeemed to be when they believed; or as Matthew has it, 

fants when they were taught or made diſciples. And the man- 


ctice, ner in which when 1 conſidered the principal, moſt com- 
or ̃ 5 a : A 6 HE | 8 mon 4 


* 


N 


„ Al power is given to me in heaven and in earth. Go. ye. therefore 55 


x 


om 


mon and natural ſenſe of the word Baptiſm, with the uſe of 


* 


it in Johu's baptilm, appeared to me to be by immerſion; 


and 1 was the more confirmed in this, from John's chuſing a 
place to baptize in, where there was much water, John iii. 
'23. 1 tried, and tried again, to bring in infants under the 
general term of all nations; but Mark's believeth and ts baptized, 
with Matthzw's teaching them to obſerve whatſoever I have 
eee you, obliged me to conclude it muſt be confined to 
me adult. FP TOS 3 Ns ha 


Thus far the ballance ſeemed to be on the fide of the 


Antipædobaptiſts; but having determined when I ſet out, 
10 examine the whole evidence, I purſued the enquiry, 
and being thoroughly ſatisfied that the apoſtles could not 


mittake their maſter; I thought if T was miſtaken in my 


apprehenſion of his will, in the commiſſion, I ſhould. be 


Jet right by their conduct. 1 began with Peter's ' ſermon, 


A, ii. 


- "The point the apoſtle aimed at, I found in verſe 39 


. Therefore let all the houſe of Iſrael know affuredly, that God 


* 


hath made that ſame Jeſus, whom you have crucified, both Lord 


and Chriſt. In this he afferts the glory of the perſon cructhed, 
he was Lord of all, and charges them directly with his 
murder; they had crucified, or with wicked hands had ſlain 
him. | COPE, | 
The effect was, They were pricked in the heart, and cried ont, 
Men and. brethren what ſhall we do? Upon which Peter ſaid unto 
them, Repent and be baptized every one of you, in the name of 
Feſus Chrift, for the remiſſion of jms, and ye ſhall receive the gift 
of the Holy wor 7 For the promiſe is unto you, and to your chat 
ren, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our 
God ſhall call, It is added, ver. 41. Then they that glailly 
received his word were baptized, and the ſame day were added to 
them, about three thoufand fouls. And * continued in the apoſtle? 


doctrine and fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 


And ver. 44. All that believed were together, and had all things 
common, & c. | 5 


- Here I obſerved ow Peter underſtood his commiſſion ; he 
began with preaching or teaching—waiting for the ſuccels 


of his labour. Nor did I find a word of Baptiſm, till they 


were pruked in their hearts; then indeed, and not ary 
5: e 


| Fs * 
* 


Q = 2 . © a S Co 5 Mr ms A way we 


I , 
* 
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: he ſays, repent and be baptized, in the name of the Lird e 2 which . 


I underfiood after this manner: If you are indeed grieved, 


and aſhamed of your conduct towards this. Jeſus whom you 


have crucified: If you are convinced by the Spirit of God, he 
is the promiſed Meſſiah, the great Redeemer, and King of his 


church, aud have a fiducial dependance on him for ſalvation: 
then you are to be baptized in his name, and may ho 


40 | LA y hope for a 
comfortable evidence in your Baptiſm, of the remiſſion of your 


fins, and that 'you ſhall receive the giſt of the Holy Ghoſt. 
And for their encou azement he adds, for the promiſe is to you 
and to your children, and to all that. are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God fhall call. , 

Now I thought the evidence of children's right to Baptiſm - 
began to open, eſpecially as. I had often heard this verſe men- 
tioned as an inconteſtible proof of it. But being willing to ſee 


with my own eyes, I conſidered what this promiſe might be; 


the text indeed 1 found, if not wholly filent, yet not directly 


expreſſive; but on cloſe reflection, I thought it muſt be either | 


The great promiſe of the Meſſiah, as the ſeed of 4raham, -in 
whom all nations ſhould be bleſſed; or 7 


_ .. - Of the remiſſion of ſins for his ſake: or of the gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt. : | þ 


= Accordingly I brought infants to each of theſe ; and pre- 
ſently ſaw as to the firſt, the great honour which was done to 
the Jes and their offspring, that Chriſt ſhould be allied to 

them according to the-fleſh; but found no reaſon to conclude, 


that all Abraham's natural children, were the children of the 


'. . promiſe as to the ſpiritual part of it; nor could/I ſee how the 
general promiſe of the Meſliah, as the ſeed of Abraham, could 


give them a right to Baptiſm, if impenitent and uncalled, any 
more than the Gentiles, or thoſe afar off. 2. 1 
As to the promiſe of the remiſſion of ſins, I ſaw not how this 
could be claimed, but by believes. And as to the gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt, if it was of the ſame kind with what had been 


8 


lately poured out upon the Apoſtles, the thing ſpoke for itſelf;: 


there was no room to expect it in a ſtate of infancy. 


By Children, then. Lapprehend muſt be meant their ring, 
when called; and then I could eaſily apply the promiſe to them, 
in any or all the foregoing ſenſes. : 3 


* 


- _— 


CRY: 
Uponthe whole I found . Peter preach'd, A 


a. 


- 


The people repented, and gladly received the word -were & 
baptized, {SS | e th 
ITE added to the church. | 82 th 
3 + >... '- and walked infellowſhip; © - | | on 
and encouragement was given to their offspring, that with the he: 
ſame experience, or when called, they might look for the ſame, If 
privileges. * „„ nay oo br :,, - an 
I could not but think, had the Apoſtle intended to expreſs con 
their right as infants to Baptiſm, it was range, very ſtrange, te 
that no notice ſhould be taken, either then or aſterwards, of wh 
the adminiſtration of it. 8 | W a 
The next account of Baptiſm I met with, was Acts vin, 12. 1 rejc 
But when they believed, Philip, preaching the tungs concerning oo: 


kingdom of God, and the name of Jeſus, they were baptized both men the 
and women e e ing 
Here I found the Evangeliſt agree with the Apoſtle, and both nu 
keeping cloſe to the commiſhon, Philip begins with preaching»? fai 
the Goſpel, or things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name the 
/ Chriſt. The people believed; and when they did fo, and ſer 


not, before he baptized them—And they are ſaid to be men and the 
women; the phraſe I took to be expreſſive of the extent, and up 
limitation of the ordinance ; not men only, but men and women ; tha 
not men, women and children, but men and women only. ' def 
And indeed, I thought it could not be otherwiſe if a perſonal or | 
faith, and a profeſſion of it were pre- requſite to Baptiſm. And 1 
"theſe I found were inſiſted on by this Evangeliſt, in the caſe of Act. 
the eunuch, recorded in the ſame chapter: Ihe account of 4 
which ſtands thus: ; | : r and 
Verſes 26, 27, 28, &c. 55 


The angel of the Lord ſpate unto Philip, ſaying, ariſe and go to- mes 


ward the ſouth, & c. and he aroſe and went, and behold a man of ſom 

Ethiopia, an eunuch, &c. who had come to Jeruſalem for to worſhip, -tor 
was returning, and fitting in his chariot, and read Eſaias the rophet. + PIN 
' Then the ſpirit ſaid unto Philip, go near and join 7 to this Wit] 


chariot. And Plal p ran thither to hum, and heard him read the pro- on 
Pliet Eſaias, and ſaid, under ſtandeſt thou what thou readeſt ? And he for: 


aid; how can J, except ſome man fhould guide me; and ke deſtred the 4 
Philip that he would come up and fit with him. The place of the E 

f feripture which He read was this, he was led as a ſhcep to the ſlaughter, 7 ; 
| GCo ve 
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e Ec Theeunuch anſwered Philip; and faid, I pray thee of -whom ſpaſe 
the prophet this, &c. Then Philip opened - us mouth, and began at 
te ſame ſcripture, and ' preached unto' him Feſus; and at they went 
on their way, they came to a certain water; and the eunuch ſaid, fee 
8 here is water, wat doth hinder me to be baptized ? And Philip ſaid, 
ne, | 7 % believeſt with all thine heart, thou mayeſt. And he anſwered 
and ſaid, I believe that Jeſus Chrift is the ſon of God. —And e 
off commanded the chariot to ſtand flill': And they went down both- into 
ge, the water, both Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him; and 


. 
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af when they were come up out of the water, the ſpirit of the Lord caught 
away Philip, aud the eunuch jaw hum no more: and he went on has way 
* | rTejorcang. - EN „„ © „ 
11 appeared to me to be a plain and expreſſive account of 
= the ſubjects and mode of Baptiſm. Philip begins with teaCh- 

ing, or preaching Chriſt as a Saviour, and Sovereigu: The eu- 


th nuch deſires to be baptized : Philip inſiſts on a conſeſſion of his 
faith. The eunuch gives him ſatis faction; they both go out of 


„de chariot, and Philip baptizes him: And 1 could not help ob- 

14 | ſerving the peculiarity of the phraſes; they went down both into 

8 the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and when they were come 

id uß out of the water, Sc. which ſtrongly impreſſed my mind, 

85 that the baptiſm of the eunuch was by immerſion: and muſt be 
8 deſigned to deſcribe ſomething more than barely going to the ſide 

Re or brink of the water. PLES | ; 4. Solent 

8 The next inſtance of baptiſm was that of Cornelius, recorded 

©  Aﬀts xth. | | 


of And of him, it is ſaid, verſe the ſecond, he was a'devout man, 
Land one that feared God with all his houſe, Which I underſtood not 

of mere babes, if he had any: but of thoſe who. were in ſome 

meeaſure grown up, capable under a divine influence of forming 


0 

If ſome apprebenſions of the glory of God, and their obligations 

if to revere and ſerve him. 1 N | a 

My By the direction of an angel he ſends for Peter—Peter begins 

"A with preaching: God owns his miniſtry; the Holy Ghoſt falls 
_ on all thoſe which heard the word; and Peter aſks, Can any man 


2 forbid water, that theſe ſhould not be baptized, which have recetved 
5 the Holy Ghoſt, as well as we? And he commanded them to be baptized. 
Py Here I found the commiſſion ſtrictly regarded and kept up 
to, an exact conformity with the forementioned inſtances © 
4 of Baptiſm; and comparing the expreſſions of fearing. God Ww_ 


| | Vet all his houſe, ver. 2. and their receiving the. like gift MES) thoſe who 


_— - 


— 


5 6816 } ths ky 


- 


believed in the Lord Jeſus, mentioned chap. xi. ver. 19. I ſaw no 
reaſon to ſuppole that infants were of that number. 


This led me to conſider the converſion and bapti 5 pg 


ol whom we read, As xvi, 14. that ſhe was 4 feller of purple of 


the city of Thyatira, who worſhipped God, and heard the Apoſtle ; 


whoſe heart the Lord opened, and ſhe attended unto the things whicl/ . 


were ſpoken of Paul: and was baptized, and all her houſh 


* — 


As to Lydia, I thought there ceuld be no diſpute, whether ſhe 
believed before ſhe was baptized ; the textalſerting that ſhe wor- 
ſuipped Gad, and that the Lord apened her heart. => ©. 
As to her -houſhold, what it conſiſted of is not ſaid; nor is 
any notice taken of her huſband, if ſhe had any; all that ap- 
peared to me, from a careſul examination of the. account was, 
that ſhe Was not at home, or in the place ofher common reſidence; 
that ſhe came to ſell her purple, had a houſe for that purpoſe and 


probably ſervants to aſſiſt her in her trade; nor could I. ſee it 
altogether conſiſtent with prudence, to bring a family of young 


children, if ſhe had any, into the -hurries of buſineſs, _ 
Upon the whole, I thought it might be ſuch a houſe as Corne- 

lius had; who if they did not fear God before, were converted 
by a bleſſing on the Apoſtle's miniſtry, and baptized with their 
miſtreſs. And what greatly tended to confirm me in this, was, 
that the perſon the Apoſtle found in Lyd's houſe when he 
entered into it, are called brethren, and were comſorted by him: 
© which cannot be ſaid of infants; as alſo the account of the con- 
verſion of the jaylor and his family contained in the ſame chap- 
ter, ver. 25. 26, 27, Sc. which is as follows. 

At madmght Paul and Silas prayed 
great earthquake, & o. The keeper of the priſon would have killed kim · 
ſelf. Paul cried with a loud voice, ſaying, do thyſelf no harm. The 
keeper called for a light, and ſprang in, and came trembling, and fell 
don before Paul and Silas, and brought. them out, and aid, firs, 
Mat muſt I do to be ſaved? and they ſaid, belieue on the 4 
Jeſus Chrift, and thou alt be ſaved, and tiy houſe. And they ſpoke 
' qnto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his houje. 
"And hee took them the fame hour. of the night, and waſhed their ſtripes, 
and was baptized, lie and all his ſtrait way. And when he had brought 
them into tus houſe, he jet meat before them, and rejoiced, believing 
in God with all las jj“t. Z | 


i 8 


The 


„ Ec. - Surldenly there ar a 


ES 


„ 
The fact here I thought ſtood thus The jailor under the 


. 


Dower of ſtrong convictions cries out, what muſt 1 do fo be 


ſaved? The apoſtle anſwers, believe on the Lord Jeſus Chrit,. 


and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thine houſe: that is as T'underſtoad 
it, if they believe alſo: upon which they ſpake unto him the 
word of the Lord, and to all that were in his houſe, And God - 


- 'blefſing his word to the jailor and his family, they believed, were 


bap ? and rejoiced. 6 f : 


This led me to conſider what is ſaid of Ori pus and the Corin- 


thans. Acts xviii. 8. 


a ee the chief Tukey I the fragegie delta ie the aliont - 
with all his houſe : and many of the Cordes, havingsWikiaadounadd + 


were baptized. FOOT LIT AR, TL ; 
'* Here I found the mafter and the family believers, and that 
the Corinthians heard, believed, and were baptized — And as hear- 
ing and believing are mentioned previous to the baptizing of the 


Corinthians; I concluded it was equally fo, in the inſtance of 
Criſhus and his houſe, | EE So 5 Sonl 


The laft inftance I met with, was in 1 Cor. i. 14, re, 16, ; 


which ſpeaks of the bap'izing the houſhold of Stephanas. 1 


thank God I baptized none f you, but Criſpus and Gaius: left any 
Jhould fay, that I had baptized in my own name; and I baptized alſo 


_ the houfhold of Stephanas, Sc. 


What this houſhold was I gathered from the 16th chap. ani 
15th verſe, where the apoſtle ſays, I brfeech you breih ren, to know 


the houſe of Stephanas, that it is the firſt fruits of Achaia, and that | 
| they have addicted themſelves to the miniſtry of the ſaints. ' Whence 


thought they could not be infants, but believers in Chrilt, 
converted and baptized by the apoſtle : or they could hardly be 
called ff fruits, and be ſaid to addict themſelves to the miniſtry 
of the ſaints whether we underſtand it of their relieving their 
wants or preaching the everlaſting goſpel. „ 

Having thus gone through the hiſtory of baptiſm, as admi- 
niſtered by the apoſtles, I proceeded to conſider the account 
they gave of the meaning or ſpiritual deſign of it: and with 
this view compared Rom. vi. 3, 4. with Col ii. 12. Anowye nat 


that jo many of us as were baptized into Jefus Chrift, were baptized 
into his death. Therefore we are buried with him by baptiſm into 
death: that like as Chrift was raiſed up from the dead by the glory of 


the Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of life, For —_ 
. | | have 


— 


KH 18 7 


=_ Save been planted: togethir in the. likeneſs of his death, we ſhould be alſa 7 
* in the uten | of his reſurrection, knowing that ' our old man is cructfied,. 4 
= c. And in Coloftans I ſound the ſame metaphor kept up; Bu-: 0 
dried with him in baptiſm, wherein alſo ye are riſen with him thro' the 1 2 
= faith of the operation of: CG ũl. 5 5 1 Rs 
| In forming a judgment of the. deſign of the Holy Ghoſt iv | _ \ 
_ theſe paſſages, I thought it neceſſary to conſider firſt the deſcrip, p 
= tion, or character of the perſons baptized; and they are ſaid, t 
= ver. 11th, to be circumciſed with the cireumciſion made.without hands e n 
which I knew not how to interpret ſo well of any thing, as the * 
"renewing influences of the Holy Ghoſt ; .agreeably to which they = 
are further repreſented as the ſubje&s of at faith. whick is the. 10 

operation of Cod . or as it is elſewhere called“ precious faith, | 
and the faith of God's ele.  'f © + So tl 
Ihe metaphor came next under conſideration. They were: th 

burizd with Chriſt iff baptiſm; This-ſeemed much better to an- 
ſwer to immerſion than ſprinkling or pouring—and ſuppoſing - " al 
that the faith mentioned might-refer to their being buried as well: Y ar 
as riſing; this I thought might be the meaning of their being 0 
planted in the likeneſs of Chriſt s death: That as in the ordinance H 
of the ſupper, there is a believing memorial. of Chriſt's love in Tei 


his ſufferings and death; fo in baptiſm, the ſaint, by an eye of ,. 
fait h, is called to attend to his condeſcenfion when impriſoned !! 
in the grave, and his glory as a conquerot in breaking the bands * 
of death: in each of which he. ſuſtained! the character of the 1 
ſurety of the covenant and head of the body.— And as the ac- 
tions of breaking the brea] and pouring. out the wine, are ex; + Bu 


preſſive-of his agony and death; the immerſion, and riſing of 


-of his agony  imn | Con 
the perion baptized, might refer to his burial and reſurrection. . 
I then proceeded to examine 1 Cor. vii. 14 a text I had often | „en 
heard quoted as proving, if not in direct terms, yet by juſt con- Sc 


ſequence, the right of infants to baptiſm. The words are, For the 
the unbelieving huſband is ſanctiſed by the wife, and the unbelieving wift axe 
ic  fanflified by the huſband : elſe were your children . unclean, but now © inf 


they are holy. „ | . | 1 
I began with the occaſion of the words, and. could. find no- vn 
thing relating to baptiſm in the context. An affair evidemly of une 
another kind, employed the mind of the apoſtle; to Wit, the 1 
neceſſity or expediency of attending to the duties of the war- ) 
riage- relation, where one was a convert, and the other an inf» . 
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del. This I thouwht » was 1 1 in view. 8 > it ed. 
termined. that the wife is not to depart, nor the: huſband to put her 
away; unleſs ſome other eie e render it necellay 
and warrantable, Es 
And to removethe ſcruple of a a ne 8 it is add. that | 
_\ Wet unbelie ver is ſanctified by the believer; by which, I could | 
not underſtand an internal ſpiritual purity, of mind, this, being | 
the work of the Divine Spirit: But as every thing, elſe, ſo the 
marriage: relation is ſanctified to the believer, by the word of Gad 
and prayer. The ignorance or enmity of the infidel, would not 
render the ſaints conſcientious and faithful diſcharge of his duty | 
leſs neceſſary or acceptable. e 2 
And to inforce his determination of their continuing. toge- 
ther, the Apoſtle adds, oe were I” children unclean, But noz 


they are holy. 

may be nid to be unclean; ; 
and I thought they are all lo by nature, being fhapen in iniquity, 
and conceived in 4 The guilt and pollution of Which, can 
only be removed by the blood of Chriſt, and the power of the 
Holy Ghoſt. As to this. I could fee no difference between the 
ſeed "of believers, and others; all are contluded under fm, and by 
nature. children of wrath. 

1 then remember to have heard, that all out of the pale of the 

Jewiſh church were unclean, as oppoſed to that holineſs which 
118 attributed to the whole 'congregation of Iſrael, and that ſuch 
uncleanneſs attends the children of unconverted Gentiles now: 
But confidering Peter's viſion, in which he is forbid. to call that 
common which God hath cleamſed That the middle wall of partition 
it broken down. That in regeneration, or, the new man, there ts 
neither Greek, nor Jew, circumciſion, nor uncircumciſion, Barbarian 
Scythian, bond nor free, but Chriſt is all and in all —Rememberiu 
the peculiars of the Jewiſh church, as hereditary and nationah, 
are now utterly ſet aſide, I could lee no more uncleannels i in one 
infant than in another. 

Upon the whole, I thought the affair ſettled by the apoſtle | 
wholly matrimonial: it was highly probable, the holineſs and 
uncleanneſs were of the ſame kind: or related to apparent legiti- 
macy or illegitimacy, | 

Nor could I ſee on the ſuppoſition of an external Tort of holi- | 
nels deriv ed to an infant from à believing EY that we are 

| to 
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to eonetude its right to baptiſm without a ſpecial direction from 


* 


the lawgiver of the chureh . l ; 
This led me to confider the apoſtie's account of Abrahi 
Kom. iv. 11, 12, 13. As the father -of all them- that believe thougii 


* 


be by: grace, to the end it might be fure to all the ied; not to that only 


they be nat circumciſed; and that the promiſe is of faith, that it might 
which ix of the law, but to that alſo which 4: of the faith of Abratiani,  - 


who is the father of us all. And that he received the fon of cireum- 
eiſton, a 2 the righteouſneſs of faith, winch, ke had yet being un- 
This 1 found commonly infifted en to prove that Abrahmm's 
covenant Was the covenent- of grace That a part of his ſeed 


were the believing Gentiles, and their offspring: and that 48 
Abraham's children were circumciſed, the children of believers 
mould be baptized. "5 $3 1 „ 


Jo come at a certainty in this matter, I thought it might be 


proper, catefully to enquire what the covenarit was which God 


made with Abraham: the duties required, and privileges to be 


enjoyed under it; perſons intereſted in it and manner of con- 


veying and fignifying: that intereſt. The covenant 1 found at 


large in the 17th of Geneſis, and it appeared to me to be of a 


pPeculiar c ind; ſome things belong to Abraham in his perſonal cha- 


rater, as that he ſhould have a numerous poſterity z. that kings . 


ſhould deſcend from. him; the making over the land of Canaan 
to him; and the particular honour of being the father of the 
Meſhah' according to the fleſh, This part of the covenant 
thought diſtinguiſhable from the covenant of grace: for I could 
not but fee he might have all theſe, without any ſpecial rela-\ 
tion to God as a child But when God promiſes to be his God, 
to bleſs am, and that in his ſeed all the families of the earth ſhould be. 


Bleed; | look upon theſe to be promiſes as expreſſive of privileges 


ot another, and more valuable kind than any of the former. 

And as the covenant appeared thus to be of a mixt nature, and 
the bleffing diflinct; Bond this ſeed to be deſcribed very dif- 
ferently in ſcripture : ſometimes intending all hit naturul children; 


*fometimes the perſon of Chriſt only: and here, and in other 


places, all his ſpiritual offspring, whether Jews or Gentiles, 
TT ab 3 : | | e 1 
If the baptiſm of infants may be juſtified from this paſſage, ſo may the bap- 
tiſm of the wnbelzeving huſband and the unbelieving wife; for they are ſaid to be 
ſenciiſed or holy, as well as their children. e | HE ROPE 


be 
d., 
be 


. 


As to his children, who are only ſo after the fleſh. they had 


their outward. advantages: but not as I could ſee the bleſſings of 


the covenant of grace. „ 
As to Chriſt, it did not appear any bleſſing was derived from 
Abraham to him; but on the contrary, Abraham received the 
bleſſing in, and from the Meſſiah, his root as well as offspring. 
And as to his ſpiritual ſeed, they were all, whether 7ews or 
Gentiles, partakers with him of the ſame faith and ſalvation. 
Circumciſion 1 thought. to be a ſign or badge of ſeparation to 
the 7ew, in common, as diſtinguiſhed from the Gentils, and 
Peel regeneration. to his ſpiritual ſeed: but conveyed, as 


I, could ſee no ſpiritual bleſſing to either. And I thought if he 


baptiſm, of infants. under the goſpel was to be argued from. cir, 

cumciſion; the Apoſtle would certainly have given ſome hint 

of it; whereas his diſcourſe is confined to believers,; without a 
 -wordof their children. 


That circumeiſion was a ſeal of the righteouſhefs of: faith to 


Abraham, is indeed aſſerted ; but that it was, to his natural ſeed, 
I'could form no idea of: at leaſt till they had by faith, a view 
of "2 righteouſneſs, by which Abraham. their. father was 
10 if 0 * ; 2 : 
e And the apoſtle ſeems to explain the whole matter, Rom. xi. 
5s 6, 7, 8. They are not all Iſrael, which are of Iſrael, neither: be- 
cauſe they are of the ſced of Abraham, are they all children; that is 
they-whackh are the children of the fleſi, theſe are not the children of 
God, but the children of the promiſe are counted. for the ſerd. Now 
concluded, if this was true of the natural ſeed of Abraham, a 
believer, certainly it could be no lels ſo of the offspring of the 


enn, 1 „„ 
As to the privileges of the 7ews above the Gentils, the apoſ- 


ue is expreſa, that unto them er dained the adoption, and the glory, 
and the covenants, and the giving f the law, and the ſervice. of - Gody 


and the promiſes : and that from them, as concerning the fleſh, Glriſt - 


came, who 1s over all, God blefſed for ever. Rom ix, 4, 5, or 
agreeable to what he before had ſaid, when. putting the queſtion, 
what advantage then hath the, Jew, vr what profit is there in circumci : 
fon? He anſwers, muck every way + chiefly becauſe unto them were 
committed the oracles of Gol. | Pe OY Teen 
So that it evidently appeared the church of the Zews had its 
glory; but as the ſame apoſtle tells us, 2 Cor. iii. 10, 11. this 
| EE | 5 
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Was as 10 glory, if compared with the glory. which excelleth, © But if 


tat which was done away was glorious, mich more thiat which remain - 


ct is glortous,— That is as I underſtood it, all the carnal part of 
i Jewiſh glory was ſwallowed up, and utterly ſet ahde by the ſim- 


plicity, ſpirituality, and liberty of the goſpel-diſpenfation ; and 


as it was formerly, A!l were not Iſrael, 'which were of Iſrael; fo / 
now he ic not a Jew, which ts not outwardly, nather 1s that cirtum- 
 ifion, which is outwardly in the fleſh ;_ but he ts a Jew, which 18 


ene inwardly, and circumciſion is that of the heart, in the ſpirit, and 


ther of the adult or 


not in the letter, whofe praiſe is not of ; men, but · of God. Rom. 11. 


ver 28, $92. © 5 | LN ORE, 

I then proceeded to conſider the exciſion of the e-, and 
the taking in of the Gentiles, recorded, Rom. xi. 15, 16. in 
which, though there is no expreſs mention of Baptiſm or of 


the baptiſm of infants, yet I found commonly produced as de- 


clarative of a federal holineſs, conveyed from parents to chil- 
dren in conſequence of which they might, yea ought to be 
baptized. FREE OS Cont hor BE Canoe bam gent, 
— ihe tur gfe: mm DINDAL EE, a | 
* Tf the firft-fruits be holy, the lump ts alſo holy: and. if the root be 
holy, ſo are the branches; and if ſome. 2 branches be broken” off, 


* 1 : Won ' 


*3 4 
5 4 4 


and thou being a wild olive- tree wert grafted in among them, and with. 


tem partakeſt of the root and fatneſs of the olive tree, c. 
I hat converted Gentiles ſtand on a level with believing Fews 
I had already ſeen. That the peculiar form of the Jewiſh chureb 


was aboliſh'd at the death of Chriſt, I found generally acknow- | 


ledged; that being the miniſtration which was to be done away, to 
make room for that which was to remain: ſo that I could not tell 


how to conceive of the''Goſpel-church incorporated with the 


guiſhable the one from the other, 


By the root then I underſtood *Abraham—By the branches his 
natural offspring—By the wild olive the Gentiles in a natural 


Jewiſh, they being always repreſented as diſtinct, or diſtin- 


ſtate ; who upon receiving the grace of God berame the ſpi“ 


ritual branches of Abraham the father of the faithful: and were 


* 
; 


equally! intereſted with his believing natural branches, in all 


the ſpecial privileges of the covenant of grace. 


This I thought to be the moſt natural ſenſe of the text; nor 


could I ſee how this could have any relation to Baptiſm, he- 
infants.— FUSES en 


\. 


— 


— 


be =” . v 
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The next reference to Baptiſm I ſound, 1 Cor. x. 1, 2. 1 


would not that you fhould be ignorant, how that all our fathers were 


under the cloud, and all paſſed through the ſea, and were all baptized un- 


| to Moſes, in the cloud, and in the ſea. 


Jo underſtand this I thought it proper to enquire into the 
fact, as recorded by Moſes, which I thought would give light to 
the alluſion, 3 4 
And in Exod, xiv. 19. we are told the pillar of cloud went from 
before the face of the Iſraelites, and ftood behind them; that it came be- 
tween. the IF the Egyptians and the camp of Iſrael, and it was a 
cloud and darkneſs to the one, and gave light by night to the other. And 
that the Lord caufed the ſea to go back by a ſtrong eaſt wind all that night, 
and made the ſea dry land: and the children of lirael went into the midſt 
of the fea upon dry ground, and the waters were a wall unto them, on 
the Tight hand and left. FL | $3250 
Here I found that part of the cloud which was next to the 
Ifraelites was bright, clear, and comfortable; nor the leaſt inti- 


mation of rain falling upon them. The ſea was made 


ground, and the waters were a wall unto them, on the right hand, 
and on the left; ſo that 1 concluded, the term baptized muſt re- 
fer to their fituation in the midſt of the ſea, encompaſſed by theſe 
walls, and attended with the cloud, rather than to any water 
coming out of the one, or ſprinkling daſhings from. the other; 
which muſt have been very troubleſome, to fuch a body of 


people in their march; and as I thought inconſiſtent with the 
— of their ſtanding in, and coming out of the ſea on dry 
This brought me to the laſt place of ſcripture, Which ſpeaks 
directly to the nature and meaning of the ordinance of Baptiſm, 
1 Pet. iii. 20, 21. The long-ſuffering of God waited in the days 
of Noah whale the ark was preparing + wherein few, that it, 
eight ſouls were ſaved by water. The like figure whereunto, even bap- 
tifm, doth alſo now ſave us, (not the putting away of the filth of the 
fleſh, but the anſwer of a good conſcience towards God) by the refur- 
reftion of Feſus Chriſt. - + | 
Here it appeared that there were ſome circumſtances attending 
the ark, and the ſalvation of Noah and his family by water, 
which were figurative or typical of Baptiſm; and when I exa- © 
mined the account as given by Moſes, Gen. vii. I found it ſtood 
thus; the ark was God's contrivance and appointment, and it 
| was 
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ve a large hollow veſſel, in which Noah and his family, and «4 


the creatures with him, were for a time as it were buried; and 
1 eſpecially this was the caſe, when the fountains of the great 
deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened, # 
and they in the midſt of that-deluge, which deſtroyed all the e' 
|. © world; This appeared to me/to anſwer. to immerſion in Baß- 
KF tim; and I could not think the Holy Ghoſt: would refer us to 
'B the water of a flood, as a type of a litile quantity of that ele- 
5 ment, made uſe of when poured or ſprinkled on the face of an 
infant. - And as Noah and his family were ſaved by water; the 
believer is ſaved by Baptiſm, not efficaciouſly or meritoriouſly, 


4 * * 
- 


baut declaratively and inſtrumentally. . In the profeſſion of his 
1 faith, he declares his entrance into Chriſt as the ark of ſalva- 
tion; and his Baptiſm is a lively Fr the burial 


=_ and reſurrection of him, who died 
eie e n.... ns) ang 
And as Noah built the ark, and entered into it in obedience 
—_ to the command of. God; the believer is baptized from a prin- 
—_ '- - ciple of conſcience towards God; yea a good, that is, as E thought, 
8 an enlightened, rene wed conſcience. | TE. | | 


or his offences, and roſe 


* 


Having thus gone through the {criptare account of the ordi- 
nance of Baptiſm, I found myſelf obliged to conclude the bal-, 
=. © lance was greatly on the fide of adult believers, as the only de- 
14 f cdlared ſubjeRs; and of plunging or immerſion, as the only mode 
_ =* of that ſacred inſtitution e „ 
= - - I well knew that many godly and learned perſons thought 

* otherwiſe; but not daring ta call any man maſter on e-rth, any 
s * remembering the account I muſt *ſhortly give to him, Who ſaid, 
thus it becometh us to fulfil righteouſneſs; 1 determined 10. com- 
7 - ply with my duty; and on the cloleic_refle&ion, have ſeen no 
kleeaſon to repent of it. ö e n e 
my 


tc The Paptiſt Catechiſm, printed very neatly and oma fine 


paper, with the ſcripture proofs at large, at 168. per hundred, 
and without the proofs at 7s. 6d. per hundred, as alſo Mr. Bed- 
' dome's Scriptural expoſition of the Catechiſm, price is. bound in 
canvas, 14d. in ſheep, and 186-30 calf, may be had of T. Evans, 
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LETTER 1 
: ER EAR SIR, hy 


* W HE NI promiſed to you and ſome others, laſt ſum- 
„mer, that I ſhould write ſome Remarks upon our worthy 
friend Mr. Carter's tract on Baptiſm. I was far from imagin- 
ing it to be a buſineſs that required haſte: conſequently, 1 
neglected employing my thoughts about that affair for a long 
* while; and ſuffered other occurrences to engroſs my attention, 

many of which you, perhaps, would pronounce totally infig- 


nificant, or, at leaſt, and that very juſtly,” far more ſo than 


the ſtrictures on lufant Baptiſm. 
Late, however, as you will receive my review of the above 
| treatiſe, I truſt I ſhall £11] find you diſpoſed to give it a can- 
| did and careful peruſal. Baptiim is a fubje& that hath, for 
ſeveral ages, engaged the attention and employed the talent? 
of a great number of men of eminence in the Chriſtian 
church: ſo that it is not to be expected that the writers of the 
preſent day ſhould be able to offer any thing new. New 
model old arguments, indeed, they may, and ſo ſuitthem to 
the taſte and temper. of the time, or, of thoſe particular com- 
munities with whom they are more eſpecially concerned. 
This is the moſt we can allow Mr. Carter to have done, and 
even the Mefrs. Addington and Boſtwick too, whom he fo 
warmly recommends. And, indeed, a propoſal to do any 
| thing more on this ſubject, from whatever quarter it comes, 


car hardly be aſcribed to any thing ſhort of vanity and pre- 
| options = —Tr A 
51 | B : You 
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You have, d6ubtleſs, obſerved that our good friend has. 


taken his ſtation on a narrower ground than what is common 


with the champions of Pedobaptiſm. The argument from 
* antiquity he entirely drops, and declares to us, that he reſts 


ſatisfied with the Proteſtant maxim, The Scripture's 
ſufficiency.” —— I am quite pleaſed with this, as 1 can- 
not wiſh to meet him on à fairer ſpot, —Scripture ground 
ought ever to be the favourite ground, as it is undoubtedly 


the only proper ground for religious conteſt to a Proteſtant. 


But though our friend omits all reference to the ſenſe of anti- 


quity on the ſubject, yet he aſſures us, That he is far from 
thinking the ſenſe and practice of the ancients to be againſt - 
by on the contrary, altogether in his favor, as far 


him; 
as he is acquainted therewith. Who he means by zhe ancients 


is what I could wiſh to know. If the Chriſtians of the tvs 


firſt ages be intended, he is, certainly, greatly miſtaken 


to expect their ſuffrage for Infant Baptiſm :——Not one 
of them, as far as has been yet diſcovered, ever dreamed of 
ſuch a practice. But, if he means thoſe of the hd and fol-. 


bowing ages, we freely acknowledge, That the ſenſe and prac» 


tice of great numbers of them were exactly as he intimates, ' 


And, What then? Mr. Carter knows very well that thoſe 
ages were not more remarkable for any thing than for religi- 


eus innovation and impoſiure. Nor need he be told, That as 
thoſe times produced advocates for Infant Baptiſm, ſo they 
did alſo for Sponſors, Exorciſm, uſing the Sign of the Croſs, | 
anointing the baptized infants, giving them milk and honey, 

and even admitting them to the Lord's Supper; together with 
a number of other idle trumperies, which have continued ever 


ſince, and which ſerve at this day, along with Infant Bap- 


tiſm, to decorate that mother of harlots, the Romiſh Church, 
and to excite the childiſh admiration of its ignorant and furious 


votaries, If theſe, then, are Mr. Carter's Ancients, they can 
do his cauſe no real ſervice :—He might as well have called 


to his aid the Fathers of the Council of Trent, or the mem- 
bers of an Engliſn Houſe of Convocation, . + 8 


Our friend directs ſuch as deſite ſatisfaction reſpeQing the 
antiquity of Infant Baptiſm, to conſult Meſſrs. Addington and 
Boſtwick: on the ſubject; but, eſpecially, the elaborate per- 
formance of the learned Wall.——This does not ſeem to me 


* 


i 


altogether 


Reply 


= 


fs 7 


/ 


Altogether ingenuous——He knows, or, at leaft, ought &@ 


have known, when he wrote this, That there are ſome who 


have explored the fields of antiquity as carefully and dili- 


gently as ever Meſſrs. Addington and Boſtwick, or even Mr. 
Wall himſelf did, who yet give a very different account of 
the matter from what they do. A generous-hearted. man, 
therefore, inſtead- of directing a ſerious enquirer to the writ- 
ings on but one fide of the queſtion, would have, honorably, 
adviſed him to hear both parties —— Inſtead of inſtructing him 
to conſult Meſſrs. Addington and Boſtwick, aad, eſpecially, 
the elaborate performance of the learned Wall, he would 
have candidly referred him to Addington, with Stennett's 

To Boſtwick, with Gill's Anſwer:— And, if he 
ſhould happen to add, © eſpecially the elaborate performance 
of the learned Wall,” he would alſo carefully ſubjoin, 
And the no leſs elaborate reſlections thereon by the equally 


* 


hamet ee, >». 4 
Mr. Carter, I obſerve, would be thought to have uſed us 


well in this publication, and, ſeemingly, prides himſelf in the 


conceit of 3 done ſo, as if that had not been his duty. 


| © T hope,” he ſays, (in the advertiſement prefixed to his 
| book) © there are no phraſes truly offenſive to be met with 


in the work,” Of their offenſiveneſs none of us, I ſup- 
poſe, will complain much, though we may be apt to think 


| ſome of them not altogether confiſtent with the laws of civi- 


lity and good uſage. Of that number will probably be 


conſidered a paſſage which almoſt immediately follows the laſt 


cited one; where the author tells us He can with plea- 
* ſure ſay, that he hath the happineſs to know, and the ho- 


% nor to be acquainted with eme of a different opinion, 


*© whoſe perfons he eſteems, and whoſe characters he greatly 
regards, c. II do not pretend to know preciſely Mr. 
Carter's meaning here, nor would I, therefore, take upon me 
poſitively to ſay That he intended any thing diſreſpectful.— 
His words, however, have been conſtrued as implying, 1. 
That among the /everal Baptiſts he knows there are but few 
whole perſons and characters are lovely and reſpectable. 
Therefore, 2. That it is a rare thing to find among thoſe 
people many that anſwer to that deſcription. Indeed, the 
manner in which the paſſage is introduced renders this inter- 

| 8 1 pretation 
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8 of it evceedingly plauſſble 80 much fo, that it 


18, methinks, difficult to ſee how it can bear any other. 


But an expreſſion, which ſome will think of much leſs con · 2F 
Fruity with generous treatment, you will find in the 7th page, 


where the author, after having unfairly repreſented the plea 


of his opponents, tells his reader, without the leaſt reaſon, but % 


with an air of no ſmall importance, and in a very exulting ſtrain, 


That ** It ought not to be wondered at if men at a dead lift 


call any where for help.” —The infinuations here contained are 
very obvious; but they are as groundleſs as they are unjuſt and 


illiberal.— They can, by no means, harmonize with an in- 


tention to give no offence; though they may very well ſuit 
the purpoſe” of one whoſe aim is more to mifrepreſent and 


 Provoke than fairly to confute his antagoniſts. Many ſuch 


unfriendly expreffions are to be met with in the courſe of 
this work, eſpecially in the third part, where the author 


makes ſuch ſhocking havock among our objections.- But 
as thoſe expreſſions cannot affect the merits of the cauſe, and 
may be, perhaps, more properly reviewed in another place, 
T ſhall take no further notice of them at preſent, but will pro- 


ceed to take a more regular and particular view of our good 
Triend's performance, | e THL-I0 
You have remarked, without doubt, that the Strickures on 


Infant Baptiſm are the ſubſtance of a diſcourſe, or ſermon, 
which, as we are told, the author had lately delivered on that 
ſubject. It has been thought, by ſome, rather odd that our 
pious divine ſhould give us the ſabſtance of a diſcourſe with-, 
out a text, And, as they ſuppoſe that his ſermons in general 
are grounded on ſome particular paſſages cf Scripture, they 
cannot help thinking it, as they ſay, very extraordinary that 


this on Infant Baptiſm ſhould net be ſo too. Nay, 1 have 


cauſe of this ftrange deviation from his general rule muſt be 
a want of ability/to find out a portion of Scripture on which 


met with certain Ke de w ho ſhrewdly ſuſpect that the real 


he might with ſafety and propriety ground a difcourte on that | 
fubject. I will not, however, take it upon me to ſupport the 


conjectures and ſuſpicions of theſe people : They muſt an- 
ſwer for themſelves —— Nor ſhail | blame Mr. Carter for nat 


making any part of holy writ the foundation of his diſcourſe, 
He, doubtlets, has his reaſons for that omiſſion. I am, by 
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T8 | 
no means diſpoſed to deny, that what is called the art cr 
- preaching is capable of great improvement: And, perhaps, 
this ſingular method which our friend has now reccmmended 
to us, by his own example, may, in ſome particular circum- 
ſtances, well deſerve that name. At leaſt, it is my firm 
opinion, that ſermons on Infant Baptiſm, and on ſome other 
Popular ſabjects, would look much better without any thing 
at all from Scripture, either for a text, or for any other pur 
be.. —— It will be quite ſufficient if preachers take their texts 
from the Bible, and make uſe of the inſpired writings, by 
way of proof and illuſtration, when their ſubjects happen to 
be /criptural ones. — At all other times fuch a practicè ought, 
by all means, to be avoided. | 8 
After having made ſome preliminary obſervations in his 
ſecond and third pages, our author, in his fourth, comes, in 
good earneſt, to his ſubjet: * And without grounding it. 
on any particular text, we ſhall,” ſays he, caſt it into 
the following methed”——< I. We ſhall offer our theughts 
„ on the mode of Baptiſm, as repreſented in the New Teſta- 
« ment. II. Endeavor to prove that Infants, the ſeed of 
* "believing parents, are the ſubjects of that ordinance. 
And, III. Reply to ſome objections.“ In attending regu= 
larly to what he advances under each of theſe heads, his de- 
finition of Baptiſm as a religious rite, or, as he expreſſes it, 
his thoughts on the ode of it, muſt, of courſe, be firſt con- 
| ſidered. And there we ſhall find the queſtion before us to 
be, What is Baptiſm as repreſented in the New Teſtament? To 
which Mr, Carter anſwers © It is ſprinkling, pouring, or 
waſhing with water, in the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt.“ Mark !—Sprinkling—pouring, or waſhin 
with water! Here are two or three diſtinct rites, either "I 
every one of which, according to this writer, to be looked 
upon, when perfomed in the name of ihe Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, as the Baptiſm of the New 'Feſtament.—Surely, 
this is next to ſaying, that this ordiaance may be adminiſter- 
ed any how. ml wonder how he underſtands that remarka- 
ble expreſſion in the epiſtle to the Ephefianzg—ONE BAP- 
TiISM? VVV ä : 
But among the various ways in which our ingenious 
preacher imagines that 1 2 may be rightly * 
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he ſeems not quite willing to allow that immerſion may be. 
one. That immerſion has no affinity with the Baptiſm of the 
New Teſtament, is one of the matvellous diſcoveries of modern 


crities: And one which, without doubt, maſt reflect infinite , 3 


honor on the ſagacity and penetration of thoſe who made it. 
No age before this, as far as I have learned, ever produced 
men that would venture to declare that dipping is unſeriptu- 
ral. And, if it really be ſo, it muſt be very, very ſtrange 


Indeed, that it ſhould never have been found out till now. © 


The late Meſſrs. Hebden and Mathias Maurice. were, if [ 
rthiſtake not, the very firſt among the writers of this country 
that have ſtosd up for tbis opinion, Their followers at this 

time ſeem te be pretty numerous. | 


That there is. however, à very ſtriking contraſt between 


this opinion and that of ſome of the moſt eminent divines 


of the two laſt ages, will. plainly appear by the following 
extracts. 5 | 


o 
* 


e would have tboſe that are to be baptized to be wholly | 4 


« dipped into the water, as the word imports and the myſte- 

ry deth ſignify.” Luther de Bapt. tom. 2, fol. 19. 
be very word baptize ſignifies to dip: And it is certain 
that the rite of dipping was obſerves of the ancient church.”? 
Calvin Inſt. book 4, ch. 15, ſect. 19. 
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We ſee here what was the baptiſmal rite among the Au- 


* cients, for they plunged the whole body in the auatern.. 

1 | „„ Calvin 00 AS vitk. 3B. 
The word baptize properly denotes immerſion for the ſake 
de of dipping.” Beza on Mark vii. 4. 


That this rite (Baptiſm) was wont to be performed by 
<< immerſion, appears from the proper ſenſe of the word, ; 


and the places choſen for its adminiſtration, John iii. 2, 3, 

Akts viii. 38. and from the alluſions of the apoſtle, which 

* cannot refer to ſprinkling,” Rom vi. 3, 4. Col. i, 12. 
©, Grotius on Matt. iti. 6. 


« It is acknowledged by all the world, that to baptize fig- 


© niſies to plunge.” _ . Bofſver biſhop of Meaux. 
Jo be baptized is to be dipped in water. —Pool on Matt. 
xx. 22. VVV _ 
There was no ſuch thing as ſprinkling, or Pay;ojwos 
** uſed in the Apoſtles time, nor many ages after them.“ 
| 8 3 
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| he moſt ban Joſepn Mede, Diatribe on Titus iii. 5;- 
. 
© In the ancient church they not only wetted, but plun get 


, thoſe in water whom they bapt ged.“ 


Bp. Davenant on Col. is. 12. 
„The cuſtom of the ancient church was not CE 
«© but immerſion.” _ Bp Taylor Du& Dub. lib. 
. ** It cannot be denied but the native e ſignifcation of the 


words BAPTEIN and BAPTIZIIN is to plunge or dip.” 


Withus Oec. Cov. voi, 3 p. 368. 
„The ancient manner of baptizing was.to dip the parties 
& baptines.” Dr. Manton on Rom. vi 5. 
« Anciently thoſe who were baptized were immerſed and 
«buried 1 in water „ Arxchbichep Tillotſon's Sermon on, 
2 Tim. ii, 19. 


« We grant that Baptiſm then (in the primitive tines) 


x 


* was by waſhing the whole body.“ 


Baxter on Matt. iti. 6. - 

Theſe, Sir, were all Pedo-baptilts, and critics of the firſt ranks. 
and, what is more, they were men that had candor enough to 
confeſs the truth, even when it was againſt them. The queſtion, 
What is the Baptiſm of the NewTeſtament ? receives from them, 
you ſee, a very different anſwer from that given by Mr. Car- 
ter. For he defines it to be ſprinkling, pouring, or waſhing: 
with water, and they, on the other hand, affirm it to be im- 
merſion. Whether they or Mr. Carter be the moſt likely to 


know this matter beſt, I will not take upon me to fay i= 
The latter has certainly a right to judge for himſelf, and to 


reject the opinion of theſe great men, if he thinks them miſ- 
taken, And I hope he will allow us alſo to have a right to 
canvaſs his reaſons, and to judge for ourſelves, reſpecting their 
ſtrength and concluſiveneſs. 
Sprinkling, which, by the bye, ſeems to be our friend's 

favourite uſage, is, as he thinks, called Baptiſm in Heb. ix. 
10. being one of the DblarhoROISs BArTIsMOISs (diverſe 
waſhings) there mentioned. The words, he ſays, are 4 
verſe Baptiſms; and he adds that Dr. Owen ſays, that the 
original word is any kind of waſhing, whether by dipping or 
ſprinkling, putting the thing to be waſhed in water, * ap= 

| plying 


* 


N 


, plying the water to the thing itſelf to be waſhed,—I am 


ſorry to find that the good Doctor was capable of 1 : 
70 


himſelf in ſo incorrect and injudicious a manner, as to c 
ſprinkling @ kind of xvaſhing, which is, certainly, as a very 


ingenious writer has obſerved, never conſidered in ſcripture : 


as any Waſhing at all, but a rite entirely diſtin& from every 
Kind of lotion.“ j Saks . ; 
Ancther ſenſible writer on the place, we are told, will 
have theſe ai ven Bapti/ms to ſignify /eweral different manners, 
or modes of applying water for purificatian under 1be Jeauiſb law. 
Which ſenſe is founded on a particular interpretation of the 
original word as meaning different /orts, or, 4 diverſity in the. 
manner of waſhing, But the abſurdity of this interpretation 


will be ſufficiently obviated, when it is conſidered, that the. 


legal waſhings for purification were never performed in any 
other manner than by immerſion. 85 

As to the phraſe, DIA PAEkors BaPTISMO1IS, I agree. 

with Mr Carter that it may be rendered diverſe Bapti/ms, or 

rather (but which is the ſame thing) diverſe Bathings or Dip- 
Fings. To ſuppoſe Sprinkling included iz theſe diverſe Bap- 

zi/ms, would be the ſame thing as to ſuppoſe it to be one 

particular manner of Bathing or Dipping ; which will hardly 
paſs for a very rational ſuppoſition among impartial people. 


Before we leave this diſputed expreſſion, permit me to lay 
before you the thoughts of a very ſenſible northern writer 


upon it. The Baptiſms mentioned in Hebrews ix, 10,” 
ſays he, were not every kind of Waſhing, but the diverſe 


Baptiſms preſcribed by the law for unclean perſons, which 


were performed by bathing in water.-'Thus Numb. xix. 19. 


On the ſeventh day he ſhall purify himſelf and waſh his 


cloaths, and bathe himſelf in water, and ſhall be clean at 
even.——The Apoſtle calls theſe diverſe Bapti/ms, becauſe 
they were performed at different times, and for various kinds 
of uncleanneſs.—-See Lev. XV. 5 8, 11, 15, 21, 22, 27s, 
and xvi. 26, 28, and xviii. 15, 16. Numb. xix. 7, 8, 19. 
But with reſpect to 1he manner of applying the blood, water, 
and aſhes of the heifer (Numb: xix. 17, 18.) he does not 


call this Baptiſm, but, EAVTLT OS) Sprinkling, as it really 
Was, 


* 


Letters to Bp. Hoadly, No. 3, p. 30. 
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vis, Heb. ix. 1. .——sand a little forward, after" hehe 


* 


mah that Baptiſm is neither waſhing in genera}, nor ſprinke- 


ling and pouring in particular, but a" rite” Liſtinguiffied 


from them by a term that fignifies dipping, immerſion, er 
plunging, he very pertinently obſerves, that we have tlie 


| 5 three words Dip (or Baptize) Sprinkle and Pour, occurrinf 
| fometimes in the compaſs of two verſes, and diſtinguiſſied a 


three different ſucceſſive actions to be performed upon the 
ſame thing. —— Thus Lev. iv. 6, 7. The Prieſt thafl 


(BaysE1) dip his finger in the blood, and (pre anet) 
ſprinkle of the blood ſeven times before the Lord, before the 


vail of the San&tuary—and ſhall (EX cf all the blood 
of the bullock at the bottom of the altar of the buftit-offer= 


ing.“ Here, Sir, you ſee, that it is in the ſenſe of ſcrip-- 


ture one thing to baptixe, and quite another thing to ſprinkle, 
and anorber thing again to pour. | 3 
We are now to attend to ont author's eriticiſms on the 


- Greek prepoſitions Eu, £18, and Aro, which, when they 


refer to the adminiſtration of Baptiſm, are uſually rendered 
in our Bibles, in, imo, and cut = But Mr. Carter infiſts 
that they might with equal propfiety, and fen with more 
juſtice, be rendered at, with, to, rownrds, from. Often with 
more juſtice! Might they with more juſtice in the paſſages re- 
Iative to Baptiſm, is the queſtion? I wiſh I could prevail 
with him to attempt to prove that. But if all that he ſaith 
here were granted him, it would by no means prove that 


either pouring or ſprinkling was ever nſed for Baptiſm in- 


the primitive times. His criticiſms on the above prepoſi- 
tions may be of ſervice, perhaps, to Quakeriſm, Popery, 


and Deiſm, but cannot be of any to an advocate for: 
— A Qv akk in arguing againſt Water 


Sprinkling | 
Baptiſm may find his account in adopting our friend's mode 
of reaſoning —He may, by rendering the prepoſitions at, 70, 


and from, deny moſt of the inftances of Water Baptiſm in the 


New Teſtzment, and make way for eſtabliſhing ſo effeQually 


his Spiritual Baptiſm, as to have it in his power to ſilence all 


ſuch of his opponents as admit of the force of Mr. Carrer's 
criticiims.——A Pa?1sT, likewiſe, may find ſuch learned 
. | | quibbles. 


* M'Lean of Ezinb, Def. Bel. Bapt. P. 60, 64. 
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the point for which he contends ; it would only amount to 2 


ſtances, prevail. He has not once attempted to prove that any 
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Euibbles of no ſmall ſervice when he is ſupporting the pra- 
tice of thoſe of his church, who uſe ſometimes other liquids, | 
eſpecially wine, inſtead of water, in the adminiftration of 
what they call Baptiſm : — He may tell us, that fince the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians went get inte the water, but only towards it, 
when they were baptized, it is very probable that they were ; | { . 


not all baptized with avater, but that many of them might 6 
be baptized with vine, oil, or ſome other liquid. And, Iam | *© 
ſure, a Papiſt will have as much reaſon to argue ſo as Mr. 
Carter has to think, That our Lord went te the brink of Fordan © 4 
for John to pour water on bin with his hand. Nor are. theſe 1 
curious ſophiſms any wiſe unfavorable to the cauſe of INFIDE- 
LITY.—They manifeſtly tend to ſupport à charge of embiguity 
and 7mperſe&ion againſt the Scriptures; and whatever does by 
10 muſt be e ceedingly friendly to the intereſts of Deiſm. c 
As to our good friend's remarks on the Baptiſm of the 8 
Eunuch, they have no gi claim, in my opinion; either I = 8 


to candlor or ingenuity.— alvin diſcovered much more 
impartiality, as well as good ſenſe, when he obſerved from 


the paſſages that relate that occurrence, That we ſee _ 4 
there what was the baptiſmal rite among the ancients, for ls 
they plunged the whole body in the water.“ And Dr. | 
Doddridge, whoſe judgment Mr. Carter ſeems ſometimes to' th 
pay great deference to, aumits that the Eunuch was 4rpped; = 
and obſerves, © That it would be unnatural to ſuppoſe 1 "7 
that he and Philip went down to the water merely that the I fic 
latter might take up a little water in his hand to pour on || © 


him.“ We do not, however, plead that the Eunuch was il 5 
dipped, becauſe it is ſaid that he went into the water, but be- 
caufe it is added that Philip baptized him there; which, in our 
opinion, means nothing lets than that he DIPPED HIM. 
We are come at length to our author's laſt argument againſt 
immerſion, and in favor of ſprinkling and pouring ; if in- 
deed it may be ſaid to be in favor of them. For if all that 
he ſays here were granted him, it would, by no means prove. 


bare poſſibility, that his favorite uſage might, in ſome: in- 


one 


* Calvin on Ads viii. 38 9 Doddridge on Acts viii. 37> 


| ne of the primitive Chriſtianz was ever baptized, either by 
I pouring or ſprinkling. He has, indeed, once very gravely 


dan, for John to pour water on him with his hand.” But 

leave you and the impartial world to judge, if it be not uf 
I as probable that John did require Sponſors, and uſe extream 
= 1 and the Sign of the Cro/s likewiſe, at our Lord's Bap- 
GT >. ys | | | 


probability of the immerſion of the three thouſand mentioned 


c 
Our author's laſt argument is grounded on the ſuppoſed in. 
1 
© 


in Acts ii. He ſupports this improbability by /ppo/ng, on 
the one hapd, That that vaſt multitude was not provided. 
And, on the other, That they 
were not. plunged in the river with their cloathes, and ſent 


with change of garments 


away in that condition. If reaſonings, grounded on mere 
ſuppoſition, require an anſwer, it needs only be confidered, 
that the Baptiſm of the three thouſand was performed in a 
country where immerſion was quite familiar, and muff, by 
| the very laws of their religion, come into daily uſe through 


the law of Moſes) that it is reaſonable ro believe there were 
not only at Feruſalem, and in all other cities, but even in every 


fications, that men might, without much labour, be capable 
to fall theſe precepts.” | | | 


Flunging ſuch a number as muſt have fallin to their _ in ons 
day. Here he takes it for granted that all the twelve Apoſties, 


at aud none beſides them, were engaged in baptiſing theſe three 
YL thouſand converts. He calls upon ſome Baptiſts to produce 
iar Scripture authority for ſaying, That the /evenzy aſſiſted on that 
185 occaſion. Thoſe Baptiſts may eaſily reply, by aſking him, 
£4 Where is his Scripture authority for thinking that the twelve, 
"wi or any of them, aſſiſted? And, What reaſon is there to 
ny ©; Eg. | | ſuppoſes 
one 


all parts of the land; and then the wonder will ceaſe, and 
the mighty im probability will vaniſh. ** For, as B ſhop 
Patrick obſerves, there are ſo many waſhings preſcribed, (in 


willage, ſeveral bathing places contrived for theſe legal puri- 


Oiur friend's final effort to ſupport the ahovementioned im- 
Probability, is made by urging the dificu/zy of the Apoſtles? 


Comment on Lev. xv. 12. See Letters to Bp. Hoadly, 


told us. That probably our Lord went into the brink of jor - 
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fappoſe that the ſeventy had not as good a right to baptize 


as the twelve Apoſtles themſelves had ? The Scripture ac- yu 
count of this matter, I think, plainly indicates, That zo bap- | 3 
ti2e belonged as much to the /ewventy as it did to the rave/ve; [| ” 
 —As much to ordinary as to extraordinary miniſters. Nay, || ** 
I was going to ſay, that it ſeems to me that „e ee was not, . 
Ae, looked upon to be %% much the work of extraordi- I 
nary miniſters, as of ordinary ones. Our Lord baptized none "oY 
— Paul was not ſent. to baptize but to preach, ;. e. His miſe 
ſion was not fo particularly Gbgned for the former as it was — 
for the latter work. Our Lord employed his diſciples in ad- 11 
miniſtering Baptiſm, and Paul, it ſeems, in general, the ordi- 7 
nary miniſters that accompanied him. oy | 
Aſter all, the Baptiſts do not pretend to know <uho bap ; "Me 


tized the three thouſand ; nor do they want to know it. —— 
They believe that they were baptized by proper perſons, and 
that tl:cy were all immerſed ? for they think with the genera- 
lity ot lexicographers and critics, that to baptize is, in the 
language of Scripture, the ſame ing with to immerſe or dip. 
But Mr. Carter inſiſts that twelve men were not ſufficient 
to plunge three thouſand in one day To that I ſhall only 
fay, that if they, really, were all baptized in one day, and 
if twelve men were too few to plunge them l in that time, 
there is no dcubt but that as many more were called in to 
Join them in the work as were neceſſary. to wake a ſufficient 
number. For it is very certain, that all the other miniſters 
of Chrift, then at Jeruſalem, had as good a right to admi- 
niſter Baptiim as the twelve Apoſtles themſelves had. |: 


| ime 1 3 V ec 
As to the time it would require to plunge each individual, f 


Ican aſſure Mr. Carter from my own certain knowledge that J 
the half of what he mentions would ſuffice.—— I did once. 1 
myſelf baptize about twenty people in leſs than half an hour, 6 
and could eaſily have done it much fooner than I did, if it 5 
had been needful, and that without any wiſe violating the ſa- 8 
cred laws of ſolemnity and decorum. And I am very ſure, 7 f 


that any man of ordinary ſtrength and dexterity might very : 
eaſily dip an hundred people in the ſpace of two hours and an : 

half, incredible at any rate“ as Mr. Carter may think it. 
"Here I would beg leave juſt to add, zearly in the words of 

a ſenſible modern writer, that if it be really incredible jr 
9 * Ne | 


* 
- 


#avekve adminiftrators could % three thouſand in a day, it can- 
not be much % ſo that twelve could /prinkle ſo many, For 
when to the time neceſſary for ſprinkling is added that for 

_ repeating the words of the inſtitution over each perſon, it 

will fall very little, if any thing, ſhort of that for. dipping 
| each.— They who have /cen Baptiſm adminiſtered, will agree 
n that it may be done in aſmoſt the time it muſt take to ſprinkle, 
And the incredibility of fprinkling three thouſand in a day 


| is very nearly the ſame with that of dipping them; unleſs 
e Mr. Carter admits the eig ty- tabs adminiſtrators, or can prove 
| that the twelve Apoſtles ſprinkled theſe converts, as a late 
J biſkop uſed to confirm boys and girls, by half a dozen at a 

= 

Towards the cloſe of this firſt part of his Sermon, our 
1 friend informs us, That though he is ſatisfied that ſprinkling 
is agreeable to the Scripture, yet had that been the only mat- 
1 Ster of debate, he ſhould ſcarcely have deemed it worth an 


hour's contention. The plain Engliſh of which ſecms to be, 
Tbat he thinks there are ſome ſcriptural and divine rites= 
rites that he is fully ſatisſied that they are ſuch; which never- 
.- theleſs are of ſo trivial a nature as ſcarcely to be worth ſup- 
porting for a ſingle hour. It ſurprized me to find him ad- 
vance a ſentiment that is ſo very inconſiſtent with that attach- 
ment to, and zeal for divine things which the Goſpel incul- 
cates. That heavenly ſyſtem, you well know, dire&s us to 
hold, with the greateſt veneration, whatſoever God appoints, 
and to perform, with the utmoſt exactneſs, whatſoever He 
commands. It enjoins us to contend earneſtly for the faith 
once delivered to the Saints, and to perſevere in that exerciſe 
of zeal and love faithfully unto death It never gives us the 
leaſt intimation that there is any thing of divine appointment 
of ſo little conſequence as ſcarcely to deſerve an hour's con- 
| tention ; but, on the contrary, it teaches us that the autho. 
rity of God renders all his inſtitutions infinitely important, 
and lays us under the ſtrongeſt obligations te revere them, 
and to contend for them as long as aue live. „„ 
Had our tranſlators, which would have been but right, 
turned the Greek word BAT 120 into the plain ee 


* Jenkins's Calm Reply to De Courcy's Rejoinder, p. 59. 


—_— 9 


. = 
b Fl 


oo} 


ASI a 


_—_— 7 — 
3X 75 
= 1a 4 
- * 
- 


— 


( #6 ) 


dip, and in the ſame manner proceeded with the other Greek 
words-that refer to this ordinance, it would, I apprehend, 


have prevented numbers from ſtanding up for /rin4/zzg who 


now are warm advocates for it. The Dutch tranſlators 
are ſaid to have turned thoſe words into ſuch plain Dutch 
words as anſwer to the Engliſh: words dip, dipping, &c. But 
they were not under the direction and controul of a vain, 


pedantic prince as ours were. A writer, already mentioned, 


obſerves, *©* That the Greek word BArTIZz0 is never tran- 


| ſtated into Engliſh when the ordinance of Baptiſm is intend- 


ed.” And adds, That baprize is not a tranſlation, but an 
adoption of the Greek word. The tranſlators were forbid 
to render it into Engliſh in the inſtructions they received from 
king James,“ whereby people are left to affix any idea to it 
Which the cuſtom of the country ſuggeſts; and in this coun- 
try it is generally underſtood to mean the ſprinkling or pour- 
ing a little water on the face of an infant: Whereas Baptige 
fignifies to dip, immerſe, or plunge in any thing, eſpecial:y li- 
quids; and in this ordinance, to dip, or immerſe the body in 
water.“ And alittle farther—** All the methods by which 
the ſenſe of any word can be found, fix the ſenſe of baptixe 
to be immer ion. Should we trace it to its primary root, or 
follow it in all its derivatives and compounds; ſhould we 


conſult all the Greek lexicons of any note, or take the ſurer 


method of obſerving its conſtant and uniform uſe in Greek 
authors and tranſlators before the practice of ſprinkling took 
place, we ſhall find all agree in fixing this as the common 
and proper acceptation of that word, and meet with no cir- 
cumſtance that will oblige us to depart from it ** The ſame 
writer remarks, that the tranſlators, in other caſes, have ren- 
dered the primitive word BapTo by the Engliſh word dip, 
whenever it occurs in the New Teſtament ;|| and had they in 
like manner tranſlated it when expreſſive of this ordinance; 
every one would have known what action our Lord enjoins 
when he ſays, baptizing them They would then have ſeen 

; | 1 „ 


* See a copy of theſe inſtructions in Lewis's Hiſt. of the 
Engliſh Tranſlations of the Bible. 3 

i See Matt. xxvi. 23. Mark xiv. 20. Luke xvi. 24. 
John xiii. 26. Rev. xix. 123. Ts 
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that men could no more be baptized by /priniling or gourin | 
than they could eat the N A Ales Ne 
Having thus gone over that part of the fri&ures-which re. 
fers to what is called the node of Baptiſm, 1 ſhall here con- 
clude this letter, reſerving the part that treats on the ſubjects 
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1 am, Sir, 


Wich great ſincerity and eſteem, 5 ; 
Your faithful friend and ſervant, | | 
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| 0 M'*Lean's Def, of Bel. Bapt. p. «6c 57 61, 63. 
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MY DEAR FRIEND, 


-” 


\ } E are now to examine the ſecond part of Mr, Carter's 
book, which treats upon the /ubjefs of Baptiſm, and where 
he puts in his plea for Infants, and endeavours to prove that 
thoſe who are the /eed of believing parents are proper ſubjects 
of that ordinance according to the Scripture. He begins 
with the Commiſſion, Matt. xxviii. 19. That paſſage he 
chooſes to render, Go ye therefore and diſciple all nations, 
baptizing them, &c —— That 4;/cip/ing, he thinks, does not 
neceſſarily imply previous inſtruction, nor even a capacity for: 
It in thoſe that are to be baptized. And he ſays, Tis well 
known that our Lord ſpoke to men who were Jews. by birth 
and education, to whom the term Mo/es's Diſciples was very 
familiar.“ Tis pretty well known, indeed, that'the'Apoſ- 
tles were Jews by birth and education; but that the term, 
Moſes's Diſciples, was very familiar to them, is not quite ſo. 
certain. The phraſe, as far as I remember, is uſed but once 
in the whole Bible,“ and then it is not applied to infants, 
nor is the Diſcipleſhip repreſented as having commenced at” 
the time of Circumciſion. The term te ng ſo ſeldom found 
in the inſpired writings, amounts almoſt to a demonſtrative 
proof, That it was by no means ſo very f.miliar to the Apoſ- 
tles as our author ſeems to imagine * The Phariſees were 
the only people that appear to have aſſum d that character; 
and it is ſomewhat remarkable that, no: h landing their 
very great partiality to themlelves and er ogspring, we 
never 
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never meet. with the moſt-diſtant hint that any of them ever 
thought that the word di/czp/es could be applied to their infants. 
Such flagrant abuſe of words even the ancient Phariſees, it 
ſeems, had too much modeſty and good ſenſe to be guilty of. 
Our author, however, inſiſts, that the infants of believers. 
] may be called diſciples, and that the Apoſtles might from the 
words of the commiſſion juſtly conclude, that their. divine 
Maſter intended infants ſhould be diſeipled to him by baptiſm, 
as they had been before by circumcifion.* Infants diſcipled 


— 


to Chriſt by Baptiſm, and diſcipled to Him by Circumcifion, 


ſeem to me to be very odd exprefſions, —Their abſurdity, 

I ſhould imagine, muſt be viſible to all. Indeed, the good 
man might as well have told us, that the infants of believers 
are made Apoſt/es of Chrit by Baptiſm ; or, with the fair- 
ſpoken church of England, That they are regenerared by that, 

_ ordinance. The paſſage in Acts xxi. 21. which he cites in 
- ſupport of his plea for the diſcipleſhip of the infants of be- 
| Hevers, unfortunately for him, ſays not a word about the 
matter. And as to that in chap. xv. 10. ſo frequently urged 
by the advocates for this droll and irrational ſentiment, it 


— 


can be no more to his purpoſe than the other; for the diſciples 9 


there mentioned were the Gentile converts: — People who 
had their hearts purified by faith, as it is expreſly ſaid in the : 
preceding verſe. But had they been infants, ſtill this paſſage 
would not accord with Mr. Carter's notion; for they were 
_ diſciples while uncircumciſed, and zo © diſcipled by circum- 
ciſion, as he expreſſes himſelf.- 8 
To confront Mr. Carter's criticiſms on Matth. xxviii. 19. 
I ſhall beg leave to inſert here ſome remarks that have been 
made by certain Baptiſts upon the ſame paſſage, leaving you 
and every impartial man to judge which of the parties bids 
faireſt for having the truth on its ſide. , _ its 
One very judicious writer, already noticed, after mention- 
ing theſe words, Go ye therefore and teach ail nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, adds, Which commiſſion is in Mark xvi. 15, 16. 
Go ye into all the world, and preach the Goſpel to every creature; 
he that believeth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved, but he that be- 
lie veth not ſhall be damned. The only difference, ſays he, in 
the accounts of theſe two l is that Matthew, n | 


— 


( 20 | ) - „ b 


his expreſſion, zeach [uabireoate, diſciple] all nations, 
is more conciſe than Mark, who inſtead of it ſays, Preach 
| zhbe Goſpel to every creature, he that believeth, &C,——— 
lt may not be impertinent to obſerve, that the word in Mat- 
thew rendered teach, is not the word commonly rendered, A 
teach in the New Teſtament. The word commoniy uſed is ; 
SSlaoxw, which occurs very. often, but the other word, 
 uabnteuw, teach, in the baptiſmal commiſſion of Matthew, *'F 
is uſed only three times more in all the New Teſtament, 
Matth. xiii. 5 2. Every Scribe, WHICH IS INSTRUCTED, 
_ MATHETEUTHE1S, into the Kingdom of Heaven. Matt, xxvii. 
57. Foſeph who alſo himſelf was Fejus's Diſciple, EMATHETE u- 
SE To Iesouv, Acts xiv. 21. When they had freached the 
. Goſpel to that city, and HAD TAUGHT za; MATHETEU- | 
_ SANTES,—-—They, did not barely preach. the Goſpel, but | © 
taught ſo effectually as to prevail on many to become diſciples,” i - 
or 1 This is the plain import of the Original.. 
The common appellation of Chriſtian Believers,” he fur- 7 
ther adds, occurring in very numerous paſſages of the New 


Teſtament, is ualnrau. diſciples. As this is the uſual name 


of behevers in Chriſt, we have the verb of it in our Lord's 
commiſſion, where he bids his followers to go and make 
- converts to him throughout the world : Se that whereas 
MATHETEVo implies teaching full as much as the more com- 
mon word p1iDasKo; the difference is, that the former has 
aà more preciſe and determinate meaning; conveying to the 
Apoſtles this idea, viz. 80 teach the people as to perſuade them 
to become my Di/ciples. I do not diſlike the rendering dif 
ciple all nations, provided the idea of teaching make a ne- 
ceſſary part of it, and that di/cip/e and baptize be not taken 
for ſy nonimous terms, as ſome make them, witnout any 
foundation in fcripture, or juſt criticiſm. As in John iv. 1. 
MATHETAS POIEL KAI BAPTI1ZE1 Contain two d;/find ideas, 
Viz. firſt- zo make diſciples, and then to baptize them; fo 
Matt xxviii. 19. MATHETEUSATE, BAPTIZONTES, expreſs 
the ſame two diſtin& ideas, viz. make diſciples and baptize 
them. Firſt convert themi to the faith of Chriſt, and when 
that is done baptize them, If theſe remarks are 8 


% 2 Nn „ sw 
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and is baptixed, &. 


ö ( 8 ) 


"then, I ſuppoſe, all that the | Apoſtles could learn from | 


the cemmiſſion is, that whereas they had been before uſed 


ts teach the Jeaus, and to baptize ſuch ozly f them as pro- 


feſſed to receive and believe their doctrine; they were 


henceforth to enlarge their plan; and, preaching 1 all ſorts 
e people, to baptize thoſe who Brlieued their report. So their 
commiſſion expreſly runs: Go into all the aworld, and preach 
the Goſpel io every. creature; he that believeth [your doctrine] 


Mr. Carter, in pleading for the claim of the infints of be- 


lievers to Baptiſm, appeals, 1. To the words of our Lord's 
commiſſion, and, 2dly, To the practice of the Apoſtles— 
Both of which, I apprehend, after all, declare in the cleareſt 


and moſt abſolute manner againſt him. And, I believe, you 
will allow, That the foregoing quotation, together with/that 
which follows, contain a_ ſufficient reply to all that he has 
advanced, of any weight, under thoſe two heads. 


The beſt commentary,“ ſaith the very ſenſible North | 
Briton already mentioned, © upon our Lord's commiſſion to 


his Apoſtles, is their practice in executing it, of which we 
have an account in the hiſtory of the Acts. Facts are always. 


the plaineſt and moſt convincing arguments, 1. Jeſus com-- 
'  mands them to Go and TEACH all nations; or, as Mark 
| hath it, Go into all the World, and PREACH THE GOSPEL 


to every creature. Accordingly, we find them going about 


every where teaching or preaching the Goſpel, firſt to the Jews, 
and afterwards to the Gentiles of all nations; and it was by 
this teaching alone that they made Diſciples. 2. He com- 


mands them to baptixe them, viz. thoſe whom they ſhould 


Provieuly teach, or make diſciples by teaching: for Mark 
hath it, He that believeth and is baptized. Let us now fee if 
they always obſerved this order, viz. of baptizing only thoſe 
whom they had firſt taught or made diſciples. Peter firſt 
preaches the Goſpel to the Jews, hen they that gladly received 
Bis auord were baptized.t. Philip, in the firſt place, preaches. 
the Goſpel to the Samaritans, and then When they believid 
Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the 
HER | LES N ame 
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name of Jeſus, they were baptized, both men. and auamen. 
The ſame Philip preached Jeſus to the eunuch ; but it was 
not till he profe/ed he faith, that he baptized him.. Peter 
_ firſt taught Cornelius, his houſe and friends; and it was not 
till the Holy Gh fell upon them, and. they magnified God, that 
they were baptized. Paul and Silas firſt ſpake the word 


of the Lord to che Jailor, and to all that were in his houfe, 


and when they believed it they were baptized. In like 
manner, many of the Corinthians hearing, ; believed, and then 
it follows, they were baptized.] Theſe inſtances demonſtrate 
that the Apoſtles adhered ſtrictly to the order of the commiſ- 


ſion; and I make bold to challenge all the Pedobaptiſts in 
the world to produce one ſingle inſtance wherein they deviated 


from this order, or baptized any till they were previouſſy made 
diſciples by teaching. 3. They are commanded to teach the 


baptized diſciples, nel, to ob/erve (keep, or obey) all 


| things whatſoever he had commanded. them. This laſt zeach= _ 


ing is not only expreſſed. by a different word in the original, 
but differs in various other reſpects from the firſt, and ſo is 
no tautology. The firſt has for its object all nations; the laſt 


only the baptized diſciples gathered out of the nations. 


The defign of the former is to make diſciples, or beget un- 


believers to the faith; that of the latter is to infſtruQ . be- 


lievers how they ought to walk and pleaſe God, — The /- 


je matter of the firſt is the Goſpel; that of the latter, 
- Chriſt's laws and ordinances. That the Apoſtles always timed 
this laſt teaching according to the order ſtated in the commil- : 


ſion, is alſo plain from the whole of their practice. As they 
never baptized any but ſuch as were firſt made diſciples. by 
preaching the goſpel to them; ſo neither did they ever teach 
men to obey the laws of Chriſt till they were baptized diſci- 
ples. They never ſuppoſed that any could obey the Goſpel, 
till once their minds were principled by the truth; nor did 


they make any account of that obedience which does not 


ſpring from love, a pure heart, a, good conſcience, and faith 
unfeigned. Wherever we find them inculcating the obſervance 


+ Chap. viii. 12, 35, 37, 38. 
+ Chap. x. 44, 48. 
§ Chap. xvi. 32, 33, 34. 
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of the all thing. Chriſt hath commanded, they addreſs tiem- 


ſelves only to diſciples, and draw the reafons and motives of 
their exhortations from the principles of the Goſpel, which 


they are ſuppoſed already to believe. To evince this I might 
cite all the commandments and exhortations of the New Teſ- 
tament. T 1 e e 


Nor are the Baptiſts ſingular in their interpretation of our 


Lord's commiſſion Some of the moſt eminent Pedobaptiſt 


writers have explained the words much in the ſame manner. 


The celebrated Grotius upon this divine command, as record- 


ed by Matthew, ' ſays, © As there is a two-fold kind of 
teaching, the one by way of initiation into the firſt princi-- 
ples, the other by way of more perfect inſtruction, the former 
ſeems to be intended by MaTHETEVELN, for that is, as it 


were, to initiate into diſcipline, and is to go before Baptifm; 


the latter ſeems intended by the word DI DAK EIN, Which is 
here placed after Baptiſm.” The very learned Dr. Whitby, 


on the ſame place, obſerves, That MATRHRETEUuEIN there 


is to preach the Goſpel to all nations, and to engage them. 
to believe it, in order to their profeſſion of that faith by Bap- 
tiſm; as ſeems apparent, (1) From the parallel commiſſion, 


Mark xvi. 15.— And, (2.) From the Scripture notion of a. 
. Ditciple ;. that being ſtill the ſame as a believer.“ And, a 
little onward, he ſays, © I deſire any one to tell me how the 

Apoſtles could MaTHETEVERN, make a Diſciple of an Hea-. 
then, or an unbelieving Jew, without being MaTHETaAT, or 


teachers of them.” Afterwards he gives it as his opinion, 
T hat infants are not made diſciples any more thay they are made 


believers by Baptiſm. Dr. Doddridge on the place, ſays, 


render the word MATHETEUSATE, proſelite, that it may 
be duly diſtinguiſhed from DiDasxoNTEs, teaching, in the 
next verſe, with which our verſion confounds it. 'The former 
ſeems to import inſtruction in the effentials of religion, which 
it was neceſſary adult perſons ſhould know and ſubmit to, be- 
fore they could regularly be admitted to Baptiſm ; the latter 
may relate to thoſe more particular admonitions in regard to 
Chriſtian faith and practice, which were to be built upon thar 
r - 
> | | . hope, 
4, M Lean, as before, p. 25, 27. | 
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1 hope, my dear Friend, 1 have by this time made it ap· 


pear, that the arguments we uſually draw from the plain ſenſe 


of the commiſſion, and from the order of the words, as they _ 
ſtand in our verſion, are ſufficiently countenanced by the ori- 


ginal; and, therefore, by no means weak and contemptible, 


And altogether grounded on an Engliſb criticiſm, as Mr. Car- 


ter is pleaſed to repreſent them. I was not a little ſurprized 
to hear him ſay, That if our argument from the commiſ- 
ſion concluded any thing againſt baptizing the infants of 
believers, it muſt have been equally. ſtrong againſt circumci- 


ſing the children of Jews and Jewiſh Proſelites, ſeeing they 
were no more capable of teaching than the infants of Chriſ- 


tian parents.” Strange! Can he think theſe to be parallel 


caſes? Or muſt he, at this time of day, be taught, That the 


two poſitive laws that brought theſe uſages into being, are 


widely different from each other ?——The law. of circumci- 8 


. fion did not require that the ſubjects ſhould be capable of be- 
ing taught; the law of Baptiſm does :——The former ex- 


preſly mentions infants as the proper ſubjects; the latter ſays : 
not a word about them; and conſequently, according. to the 


acknowledged nature and- force of all poſitive laws, it ex- 
cludes them to all intents i from that ordinance. 


A little farther our author tells us, that the Baptiſts plead, 
« That Circumciſion is only a Jewiſh rite that had reſpect 
to the land of Canaan, with the privileges thereto annexed.” 
If by Zewi/ſe rite he means a rite that belonged to the poſ- 
terity of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, we freely own that to 
be our ſentiment concerning Circumciſion. We confeſs allo 


that it is our opinion that this rite had reſpe& to the land of 


_ _ Canaan, with the privileges thereto annexe,— And what 


then? Why, Mr. Carter denies the whole, and roundly aſ- 
ſerts, That the inſpired writers are of another mind. The 
inſpired writers of another mind ! (methinks I hear you ex- 
claim) How does that appear? Nay, my good friend, that's 
the myſtery :—Mr. Carter has not made it appear yet. All 
his reaſons have fallen far ſhort of that ; and the paſſages of 
Scripture he produces are totally beſide the purpoſe... The aſ- 


ſertion reſts entirely upon the authority of his own ie dixi#; _ 


and there I leave it: For nobody, ſurely, will expect that I 
mould attempt to prove a poſition ſo very evident and well 


. known 
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5 known, as © That Circumicifion was only a Jewiſh rite that 
had reſpe to the land of Canaan, with the privileges there- 
to annexed,” 5 | 


From our Lord's words, John vii. 22. our friend infers, 


That Circumciſion belonged to a covenant that was in be- 


ing long before the Moſaic economy was eſtabliſhed.” So it 
did, moſt certainly—And who denies it? I am confident 
none of the Baptiſts do.——l apprehend they all know, as 
well as Mr. Carter, that the command to circumciſe was 


given fr// to Abraham, and not to Moſes. | 
Alfter having led us back to the Covenant of Circumciſion, 
and brought ſeveral texts of Scripture || in order to prove it 
to be the Covenant of Grace, and till in full force, our au- 


thor, at length, introduces the famous argument from that 
Abrahamic covenant in favor of Infant Baptiſm. For my 


own part, I muſt here confeſs, that I can by no means think 
it worth my while, at preſent, to go the round-about way of 


analyzing, or defining that antiquated covenant, in order to 


_ anſwer this argument ——1 ſhall take a ſhorter, but a no leſs 
| Do the! method :—1._ will beg leave juſt to aſk Mr. Carter, 


Do the/ Scriptures. any where, hold up the Covenant of Cir- 


cumciſion as our rule in reſpect to Baptiſm ? Or, Have they 
given us the leaſt intimation that we are to take h for our 
direction in performing this potitive duty? If the Scrip- 


tures have any, where intimated that Baptiſm is founded on 
the Covenant of Circumciſion, or that ht Covenant 1s to 


be our Directory in adminiſtering Baptiſm, or in judging who 


are its proper ſubjects, let him ſhew us ſuch an intimation.— 
Nothing of the kind can be found in any of the paſſages he 


has produced. But if he can bring nothing from the Bible 
to ſupport this opinion, let him, like a ſincere enquirer af- 


ter truth, fairly give up the argument. 


When our pious preacher blamed us, as I before obſerved, - 


for ſaying that Circumciſion. was. ONLY a Jeaviſb rite 


What, in the name of wonder, thought. I, would the good 
man make of it »yre ? If he thinks it a Chriſtian rite, Why 
does he not practiſe it? * It was, he ſays, ſo interwoven with - 


| John vii. 22, Acts vii. 8. Gal, iv. 28. Rom. ive 
11, 12. | 1 a 8 
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the Jewiſh Diſpenſarion, that our LORD found it neceſſary to 
_ fubſlitute Baptiſm in the room of ii. According to this, Bap- 


'tiſm is to Chriſtians. what Circumciſion was to the ancient! k. 

Jews.—— Our LORD, this writer ſays, ſullſtituted Baptiſm in 3 

the room of Circumciſion, Strange! very ſtrange, indeed, 15 

that he ſhould do ſo, without ever giving the leaſt hint of it 

any where throughout the New Teſtament !!! If Mr! Carter, | jc} 

is as ſure of this matter as his mode of expreſſion ſuggeſts ty 

_ ?tis plain he knows much more of the mind of CHRIST I ga 

"reſpecting Baptiſm than the Apoſtles did ——OUR LORD pe 

certainly never toid hem, that he had ſubſtituted Baptiſm in I 

the room of Circumciſion, elle they would have told that to 2 

| the chorches, and left it upon xecoid. But they never gave W. 
the moſt diſtant hint of it on any occaſiin; no, not even iſt 
p when they had to ſettle that remarkable diſpute about Cir: pl 
6, cumciſion, which the Judaizing teachers had raiſed at Anti- Wi 
och; which alone clearly ſhews that fuch a thing had never H 

been revealed to them. Had they known hen of this ſabfi- | © Aj 
tution which our author talks cf, it would have been natural! rel 
and unavoidable for them to tell thoſe diſputers, "That Chriſt _ el 
had appointed Baptiſm in the room of Circumciſion, and, 9 


therefore, that their plea for the continuance of the latter was x 1 
exceedingly unreaſorable and wicked Indeed, their /ence - 
reſpecting ſuch, a ſubſtitution, if they krew it, eſpecially, 
on ſuch an occaſion as Hat, miſt have been totally znexcu- . 
Sable. | SA 5 N 
Dr, Stennett, in his very judicious anſwer to Mr. Ad- 
dington, expreſſes himſelf upon this point as follows 
% Though I am not obliged to prove a negative. yet 1 
will meution a circumſtance which, methinks, cannot fail to 
put it beyond diſpute with a ſober enquirer, that Baptiſm was 
not ſub ſtituted in the room of Circumciſion: And that is 
the Apoſtles not having urged this confideration with judai- 1 
zing Chriſtians, to diſſuade them from their violent attach. 
ment to this Old Teſtament rite——their not having urged 
It, upon occaſions which would have naturally, if not neceſ- 
ſarily, led them to it. Is it imaginable, for inſtance, that it 
would have eſcaped them, when they were ſolemnly convened 
at Jeruſalem, to decide upon the great queſtion reſpecting 
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the uſe or diſuſe of. Circumcifion 7 Could they have forborne 


> tp reaſon thus: Circumciſion was antiently inſtituted as 1 
a ſea] of the Covenant; Baptiſm is now ſubſtituted in the 3 
room of it it is ft, therefore, that Circumciſion ſhould be AN 
laid afide. . Nor have you any reaſon to complain of the 2 
change, fince, this New Teſtament rite, of which that Was a 5 
type, or ſhadow, is a leſs irkſome and painful one than that; n 
. and is as authentic a ſeal of the Covenant as ever that could _ 
poſſibly be, Such reaſoning would, no doubt, have inftant- 
| 1y removed all. their objections. And there was the greater ; 
occafion ſor the: Apoſiles. to inſiſt upon this point, if there — 
were either truth or reaſon in it, as the practice of theſe Jew- 
iſn converts, in adhering to Circumcifion and Baptiſm too, 
plainly ſhewed that they were utter ſtrangers to it. But not a 
| word of this fort-415, {aid either on. this or any other occaſion. _* 
How natural then the coneluſion, from the ſilence. of the — 
Apoſtles reſpecting this matter, that Baptiſm bears no ſuch 
relation to Circumcifion as our friends the Pedobaptiſts pre- 
tend.“ He farther obſerves, That the reaſoning by ana- 
- | - logy from one inſtitution to che other would, if admitted, 
15 prove too much, and ſo deſtroy wifelf. Mr. Addington, ſays 
| he, maintains that Baptiſm being ſubſtituted in the room of 
Circumciſion, as infants were commanded to be circumciſed, 
. ſo infants ought to be baptized. And, upon the ſame ground 
of analogy, ought he not to infiſt, that, as only the male 


- children of Abraham were circumciſed, ſo only the male 
* children of believers ſhauld be baptized ? — That as the former 
C2 were circumciſed. on the eighth day, ſo the latter ſhould be 
0 baptized on that day? and I may add, that the ſanction an - 
is nexed to Circumeiſiont ought to remain in force with reſpect 
is to Baptiſm, and every man- child, who is not baptized, be cut 
i- / from his people? But as we know Mr. Addington would 
a- not allow this ſcope to the argument by analogy, by what au- 
ed thority, I aſk, of reaſon or ſcnpture, does he allow it any ſcope 
{- at all? His good-nature would not ſuffer him to, eſtabliſh 
it Infant Baptiſm by penal laws: nor ſhould his good-ſenſe ſuf- 
ed fer him to bind it upon mens conſciences by the ſlender ties 
"S of inference and analogy.” | N 
e 83 - $ 


+ Gel xvii, 14. 
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A. infants were received into ooveuant under the Old Teſ- 
tament by circumciſion, ſo alſo they muſt be received into 
covenant, our opponents think, by baptiſm under the New | 
Teſtament : elſe the Jewiſh children had a privilege beyond 
thoſe of Chriftians.——** And may not zinyallibility, ſays a _ 

very ſenſible writer, that fundamental doctrine of the Remax ( F 
church, be proved in the ſame manner? As thus: The peo 
ple of God under the Old Teſtament enjoyed the benefit of 

Infallibility. The High Prieſt had the Urim and Thummim, 
by which the mind of God was known for'certainty on great 
occaſions. Conſequently, there muſt be infallibility in the 
Chriſtian church: Otherwiſe: the leſs perfect diſpenſation of 
Mo/es will have a great privilege beyond the Chriffian.  — 

Thus the Reman; in an affair, whoſe nature admits of none 
but gie evidence, endeavors to make up the want of it by 
inference, and reaſoning from fte. Such an inſtitution. | _ 

there was under the Old Teſtament ; therefore it remains un- : 


— 


der the Ne.“ The Papi, when they plead for the ſu- 2 
premacy of the Pope, and the infallibility of their church, - 
from the High Prieſthood and Infallibility of the Moſaic diſ- - F--. 
penſation, have full as much plauſibility and reaſon on their 1 
de, as the Pedobaptiſts have when they argue from the Abra- 5 7 
hamic covenant ho: circumciſion in favor of Infant Baptiſm. r 
But baptiſm, any more than infallibility, cannot be ſupport | - 
ed by fitneſs, inference, or analogy :—being a poſitive duty, v 
its foundation muſt be a politive precept. For a Chriſfianto . 
look upon the Abrahamic covenant as the foundation fc 
| baptiſm, is altogether as ridiculous as it would have been for 


the ancient jews to ground circumciſion. an the oblations of 
Cain and Abel, or en ſome other antediluvian occurrence. - 
But to return If there is no rite ſubſtituted in the room of 
circumciſion, the privileges of he church are under the Goſpel 
. abridged, Mr. Carter ſays, inſtead of being enlarged.” —Was 
circumciſion then ever ſuch a mighty privilege, that the aboliſh- 
ing of it muſt be repreſented as a very grieyous loſs, unleſs ſome. 
other rite of the fame nature had been ſubſtituted in its room? 
Surely, it will be rather difficult to prove that to be 9 


| 95 Letters to Bp. Headly, No. 10. p. 130. 
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lage, which the Apoſtles expteſsly declare to be 4 YOKE, 
which neither their fatherr nor they with able te bear. So far 
were they from wiſhing that our Lord had continued eireum- 
eiſion, or had ſubſtituted ſome other ceremony in the room of 


it, that ieplainly appears, from aButidarice of paſſages in their 
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chat they deemed it one of the glories of the Goſ- 
free from that and every other rite of the ſame na- 
ture. On the one hand, they repreſented CHRISTIANITY 
_ attended with fimplicity and truth, light and peaee, life and 
immortaliey, and every other imaginable ereellente ; and, on 
the other, JUDAISM with a” vaſt train of obſcurities ant 

| ſhadows—of beggurly elements and carnal ordinances ;—— 

2 A reg burdenſome; enflaving, decaying, and yaniſhing 

%% // . 
«© But granting. ſays Mr. Carter, that for which we 
plead, we ſee an Old Teſtament prediction eminently verifi- 
ed, which foretold, ſaying, Their childten Pall be as afuretis, 
Jer. xxx. 20. I ͤmuſt confeſs that I was, for a little while, 
very mach ſurpriſed 'to find ſuch à paſſage as this introduced 
' to. countenance Infant Baptiſm— But, to be ſure, thought 


. ſupport that uſage=—This'does as well as any in the whole 
Bible; and the firſt verſe of the book of Geneſis would have 
done fall as well as this. A long note follows to illuftrate the 
above text, where a variety of conjectures are advanced, at 
which we need not wonder; for the controverſy on the fide of 


_ * Tnfant Baptiſm ſeems to be altogether but a matter con- 


/ 8 £ „ 
jecture. 


_ - © "Our author talks of circumciſion as a „al of the covenant. 


of grace, and of -children: being formerly admitted to the ſeal 
-of the covenant. ' The Scriptures no where calt circumcifion a 
> ſeal in any ſenſe to infants. To Abraham, indeed, it is 
ſaid to be a /eal of the rigbteonſneſi of faith, which he had yet, 
being uncircumciſed & But we have no intimation of its being 
any ſuch thing to the Patriarch's Yeſcendants. N 
We ſhall now proceed to conſider Peter's words, Acts ji. 
30. The promiſe is unt) you and to your children, and to 
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God _ 
| | 1 8 Call.) 


* 
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all.” Here I beg leave to obſerve:—1. The promiſe in the 
text is that of receiving the gift of the Hoſy Gh ; us ig evi- 


dent in that the words immediately follow) that declaration, . 


Fe. ſhall. receive ibe gift of the: Holy Gbeſ, verſe 38.2. The 


nation of the Spiriz,- by which the Diſciples; were enabled to, 
ſpeak with tongues, propheſy and work miracles, as plainly 
appears by the words of Jog], chap, ii. ver. 28, 29, zo, whic 


the Apoſtle had before quoted, ver. 17, 18, 19. And to which, 
the ver 


in the text, he has a direct reference; Tboſe bein . 

words that contain the promiſe he mentions. Fþ Te: what 18 
here intended be only the extraordinary gift of the 

1: will follow, that the premi/e in the text can have no reference 


to infants, for thoſe gifts were not beſtowed upen them The 


4 Pa. 


learned Dr. Whitby, on this paſſage, ſays—** [Theſe werds 
will not prove a right of Infants to receive Baptiſm :. The 


promiſe mentioned here being only that of the Holy Ghoſt men 


tioned verſes 16, 17, 18, and ſo relating only to the times of 
the miraculous effuſions of the Holy. Ghoſt, and to thoſe per- 
ſons who, by age, were made capable of thoſe extraordinary 


gifts. 4. By their chilares, the Apoſtle means thoſe /n and | 


dangbters whom Joel ſpoke of in the abovementioned paſſage. 
His ſaying that they ſhould PROPHECY, plainly ſhews that he 
did not mean Infants You and your children, ſays a foremen- 
- tioned writer, is nothing more than you and your POSTERITY, 

[Tots TEKNOts UMONn.] So in john viii. 39. VF ye were 
 Abrabam's children [TEKNaA| ye wauld do the works, &. Acts 
xiii. 32, 33. 7he promiſe which was made unto the Fathers, 
God has filed the ſame UNTO US THEIR: CHILDREN, 
[rREKNOIS.] Matt. xxvii. 25. His blood be oz us and on OUR 

CHILDRENF{|TExnA EMON.] An imprecation which has 


miraculouſly reſted on them, and their de/cendants, for almoſt- 


ſeventeen hundred years. f—5, he words, All that are afar 
off, cannot refer to the Gentiles, though Mr. Carter thinks 


they do, unleſs we ſhould ſuppoſe that Peter, like-Caiaphas | 


the High Prieft,$| ſpoke what he did not underſtand; for it is 

certain that he did not know, that. the gift of the Holy Ghoſt 

fhould be beſtowed on any. beſides the Jews, until he was ſ. 

"+ : 0 e to 

* Annot. on Acts ii. 38, 39, Letter to Bp. Hoadly, 
Na. 7, p. 89. John xi. 50, $1, 


Spirit, then 
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to the houſe of Cornelius, and there became an eye-witnsg 


of the Gentiles receiving that bleſſing, as well as thoſe of his 
own nation. Ads x. 44—47, and Xi. 15. 17. 


Thus, Sir, have we fought in vain for that Jemonfrative : 22 
evidence, in favor of Infant Baptiſm, which Mr. Carter boaſts 
„ of having found in this text. Should he and his friends ſtill 
5 jnſiſt that this paſſage contains ſuch an evidence for the Bap- 9 
0 . tiſm of Infants, 1 ſhall be apt to think that thoſe remarka- w 


2 ble expreſſions in the Str Frcs, page 10, may, without any 
. \Þ - degree of injuſtice, be applied to their caſe, viz. They 
| mult either have eyes very diſcerning, or prejudices very ſtrong. 


of | in favor of their own peculiar opinion,” Some very. emigent 
3s Pedobaptiſts have found in the above paſſage as little to ſup- 
15 1 port Intant Baptiſm as we did. Dr. Hammond ſays, ** If 
g any have made uſe of that very inconcludent argumeat [the 
a _ promiſe is unto you and to your children; I have nothing to ſay 
. in defence of them. | think the word children there is really 
"44 the pe/ferity of the Fews, and not peculiarly their infant chil- 
«4 dren.” The doctor could have as ſoon found :i»farts in 
4/4 that queſtion which our Lord aſked the Phariſees, concerning 
no thoſe CHILDREN. of theirs that caſt out devils, || as in theſe 
* words of Peter; and ſo, I believe, would every other im- 
„ 1mpartial man. | es | 

-j a We are next to examine Paul's words, 1 Cor. vii. 14. Mr. 

4 Carter has inſerted only the laſt clauſe of the verſe; conſcious, | 
ts perhaps, that the former part would not bear explaining in _— 
3 tthe ſame manner as he explained the other. The whole verſe | 
N. reads thus; For the unbelieving huſband is ſanctiſied by the 
UR wife, and the unbelieving wife is ſanctified by the huſband ; 
ng elſe were your children unclean, but now are they holy.” 1 
HE need only refer you to «ne plain fad for a convincing proof of 
* the inconcluſiveneſs of our author's reaſoning on this paſſage; 
leg and that is This text has nothing at all to do with Bap- 

"Pp tiſm : Not the leaſt mention is here made of that ordinance, _ 
* 5 nor the remoteſi reference had to it. The Apoſtle is treating =_ 
hoſt on quite a different ſubject that of marriage. The queſtion { 
or . before him is, Whether or not it be lawful for converts t& 

he _ Chriſtianity to continue the marriage connection with unbe- 

adly, | ME. T 
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| Matt, ii, 25. 
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leren ? Which he anſwers in the affirmative, and a gn 


this reaſon for it The unbeliever is ſanctiſied (£G1Aa3T ai \ 
or MADE HOLY, by tbe bel ever. From the unbeliever”; 


being made. bely, he infers that the children are allo fey : which 


ſhews that the holineſs of the latter is of the/ ſame kind with 
that of the former. If, therefcre, this holineſs can give the 
children a right to Baptiſm, it muſt, likewiſe, give the unbe- 
lieving parent a right to that ordinance. The Apoſtle as po- 
ſitively affirms that the gycopterted parent is HO]. V, as he 


does that the chilarey are ſo. If Mr. Carter obſerved this, 
it muſt be exceedinely Rrange that the glaring fallaciouſneſs 


of the following afſertian (page 16) ſhould have eſcaped his 


notice, viz. ** 2 can be more apparent than that th 


word holy ſignifies perſons who might be admitted to partake 
of the diſtinguiſhing rites of God s people.“ Had this been 


ire, the Corinthians ought to have admitted to baptiſm and 
church-memberſhip thoſe uabelievers, as well as their believe 


ing partners. | Hs 

We have got thus far through the good man's performance, 
without being able to meet with either precept or precedent, 
or even any juſt inference from Scripture, in faver of infant 
Baptiſm. T 
countenance to that uſage.— The reaſoning throughout, I 
think, plainly diſcovers great poverty of argument, and ſcare 


- 


city of proof, as well as That the author bas wery ffrong pra- 


Jhgices is favor of bis own opinion. 
ian, STK | 
Yours, &e. 


he laſt text, like all the reſt, gives not the leaſt” 
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DEAR SIR, 


þ: Hirn ERTO Mr. Carter's operations may be ſaid to have 
been chiefly on the defenfove; but now the plan is altered, 
and lo he comes boldly forth, as the champion of his party; 
and like one determined to bring the diſpute to a ſpeedy iſſue, 
reſolutely attacks his antagoniſts. Whether his polemical 
talents -ſhine moſt in the buſineſs of explaining and proy- 
ing his own ſentiments, or in that of anſwering the objecti- 
ons of his opponents, the impartial and ſenſible byſtanders 
_ muſt determine. „ | | 
The firſt objection, as Mr. Carter lays it down, is. 
John and the Apoſtles required faith and repentance of 
thoſe they baptized; infants are incapable of either, there- 
fore they are improper ſubjects. This, he tells us, is by 
many deemed unanſwerable. But he ought to have known. 
that this is no objection of ours. Mr. Addington, indeed, 
has formed an objection for us much in the ſame manner; 


from whom, I ſuppoſe, Mr. Carter has taken this. But, as Dr. 


S tennett has obſerved, the objection is not Rated either truly or 
logically. Not truly; for the Baptiſts don't ſay that John 
and the Apoſtles required faith and repentance, but that they 
required @ preftſſor of faith and repentance of thoſe they bap» 
tized. Nor 1s it lated legically; for the terms in the conclu- 
ſion are not contained in the premiſes, What right Mr. 
Carter had to put ſuch an objection into the mouths of his 
opponents, I know not; nor what was his end in oe 
8 . unleſ3 
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than I ſhould have expected from Mr. Carter. Befides, it is 


> i 


= 


vn'eſs (to uſe the words of the laſt mentioned writer) to 
make his opponents appear ridiculous, or to caſt a miſt be- 


fore- the eyes of his readers. The objection truly ſtated is 
There is no inſtance of either John or the Apoſtles © 


this 
having baptized any, but upon a profeſſion of faith and re- 
pentance: infants are incapable 3 faith and repen- 
tance: therefore, there is no inffance of either Joltn or the 
Apoſtles having baptized infants.“ . | 
There are but few things in his reply to this objection that 
require an anſwer. I ſhall, however, beg leave to make two 
or three remarks. He aſks us, Do you not hope that 
ſuch of your dear little ones as are taken away in their in- 
fancy may be ſaved?” ' Anſwer. Ves, We hope fo of our 


little ones, and of yours too; nay, and even of all who die in. 
their infancy, be their parents believers or nut. —We think, 

as well as our author, that the requirement to believe, in ors: 

der to ſalvation, extends only to the adult And we think 


the ſame of the Jaw of Baptiſm: We have never met with 


any thing in Scripture to induce us to think that that law ex- 
tends to infants. —PFor a confutation of his aſſertion, That 
our reaſoning againſt baptizing the infants of Chriſtians mi- 
litates with equal force againſt circumciſing the Jewiſh in- 


fants, I refer you to my ſecond letter, page 24. 
Another objeQion of ours, he ſays, is, What benefit can 


it be to children who are incapable to underſtand what is done” 
or meant thereby.“ Tis very true, indeed, that the Baptiſts. 
look upon Infant Baptifm to be an unprofitable ceremony to 
the ſubjeAs :;—But ſtill their enquiry is never ſo much after the 


benefit of religious rites, as it is after the divine authority of them. 
—Hath Chriſt commanded ? And have the Apoſtles practiſed 
it? are with them the leading enquiries about every religious 
appointment. 'The Scriptures, they think, anſwer both in the 


negative as to Infant Baptiſm. Here lies the ſtrength of our 


objections to that uſage, I muſt here obſerve, that our au- 
thor has ſtated this objection, like the former, in a very un- 


fair and ſlovenly manner; which 1 cannot but conſider as 


very ungenerous and diſhonorable :=much more ſo, indeed, 


2 Stennett againſt Addington, 2d part, letter xi. p. 157. 
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1 + 
at beſt no very common objection of ours z ſome old world, 
perchance, may have uſed ſomething; W fort : bit d 


1 


not remember ever to have ſeen any chilly like it in the wfft- 
Rings of any Baptiſt of note. From ſuch ought Mr. Carter 
to have taken our objections, if he meant to aàſe us 


1 fairly. That Circumciſion has its antitype in ſomething that 


belongs to the Covenant of Grace we never deny: But that 
antitype is not Baptiſm, but the circumciſion” of the heart, 
| = that made without hands, as appears from Phil. iii. 34 Col. 

* WM. 817" 1:80 $1 07 etneone ml WD. 1 el BEIT, hi 
That queſtion which, as we-are told, the-Baptiſts ſome- 
times propoſe to their opponents, viz. Who ſent you to Old 
Teſtament rites for New Teſtament ordinances ?*? Mr. Carter 
calls“ An addreſs of wonderous weight“ Whether it be 
of æbonderaur weight or not, I believe it is of ſo much weight, 
that, if fairly ſtated, he would not find himſelf able 
very ſoon to remove it out of his way. The doctrine con- 
tained in the above queſtion may be laid down thus We 
_ - ought not to go to the Old Teſtament for inſtruction reſpect- 
ing the ordinances, of the Goſpel. The reaſon is plain 
The ordinances of the Goſpel are New Teſtament appoint- 
ments, and the law of their inſtitution muſt be found in that 
book. Baptiſm, for inſtance, is not a duty of itſeif ; or a 


1 * 
1 


J. duty apparent to us from the nature of things; but a duty 


made ſuch to Chriſtians by the poſitive inſtitution of Jeſus 
Cbri.—— All po/itive duties, or duties made ſuch by in/?itu- 
tion alone, depend entirely upon the will and declaration of 
the perſon who inſtitutes or ordains them, with reſpect to the 
real deſign and end of them; and, conſequently, to the due 
manner of performing them. It is plain, therefore, that 
the nature, the deſgn, and the due manner of receiving Bap- 
tin, muſt of neceſſity depend upen what % Cbriſt, who 
inſtituted it, hath declared about it;“ and act upon any thing 
that occurs in the Old Teſtament. Fe + ERC | 
"Theſe plain reaſons, my friend, have taught us to lay aſide 

the Old Teſtament in the caſe of Baptiſm, and of all New 
Teſtament inſtitutions. But “ let it be proved, our author 

- FF +44 x $1 : e tr ſays, 
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* See Bp. Hoadly 's plain aceount of the Lord's Supper 5 
andthe letters to him. No, p. 25 
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deſeriptiom with the pleas of the churclbof England in favor 


bf Sponſuts and the Sign of the Croſs; antitheſe of the church 


of Rome in favor of Invocations to the Saints, praying for 


the Dead, for the ſouls in Bürgatory, Kc. All- which fool. 
eries have this plea of profizablene/5 made in their behalf, 2 
well as Mr. Carter's favorite uſage, Infant Baptiſm and with 


N 


Chriſt ſays; Of uch 75 ib kingdom of Heaven. Will it 
not follow hence,” ſays our author, that all born of Chriſ- 
tian parents ſtiall be ſaved ? Why o/y all thofe born of Chriſ- 
tian parents ? The text does not in the leaſt 'countenance that 
reſtriction. I believe, as frmly as Mr. Carter does, that thoſe 
Children of Chriſtians who wie in tbeir infuncy ſhall be ſaved, 
bat I believe alſo that the children of infidels, who die in that 

Nate, ſhall be ſaved as well as they. If it follows from the 
above text that any who die in infancy ſhall be ſaved, it muſt, 


I think, follow that al who die in that ſtate ſnall. Mr. Car- 
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, that Chris defigned not Inſant Baptiſm. His: Hence 
put it is a fuffeient proof ot that: For had he degned it, 
he would, certainly, fomewhere: have ſaid fo, and not leave 

-us, 2s he did, witbent ſo mich as one declaration in its favor. 
The aſlertion, That Baptiim may be of much profit to chil- 
dren every way,” together with! the many fine things ſaid in 
order to illuſtrate it, I paſs over, as coming under the ſame 


1 


ter's charity to deceaſed infants, ſeems, after all, not to be 


Heve all who die in their infancy are ſaved; Mr. Carter ſeems 


fituation, as to the hope of future bliſs, with thoſe of the moſt. 


eminent Chriffians. 


Our friend aſks, What good can Baptiſm do to the adult? 


Nay,“ he adds. What good is it intended to do them?“ 


Let him conſider the performing this duty as the anſwer of a 


good Conſcience towards God—as the fruit of faith—as the 


effect of gratitude aud love; and then he will find an eaſy. re- 
ply to his queſtions. Tis an odd fancy of his, to think that 


very extenſive. The ſeed of believers ſeem to be the ſoles 
objects of it. The charity of the Baptiſts, ancharitable 
_ as they are frequently repreſented, far exceeds his. We be- 


« 


\ © 


to believe ſo of none but the ofipring of the faithful. He. | - 
ſeems to think that the ſtate of the parents muſt ma- : 
terially. affect that of their children, but we think otherwiſe, - 
and view the dying infants of infidels as entirely in the ſame 
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: . 5 of the buſinefs —The Biſhop baptizes the Bell in tho 


3s propoſe e . viz, 416 There o we read that an 


C vecauiſe the torts Sapper 1s nest to Seetily a 0 en 
the faith of believers, chat deſign can be anſwered by no 
Other. divine änſtitution, whereas, in fact, all the duties: * 
-Chriſtianity tend to anſwer that ſame deſigg. 

Mr. Carter talks of ſome bo are To berridy See; 
O that they unchureb every {et but their own.” With whoſs 
caſe, he ſeems; good mari; to be much affected; for he * 

With 800 1 ſpeak by Butwhy does he not tell 


Sho theſe people are? „ methinks,: Would have: bee 


| honeſty and plain dealing. fieber, F 1 rightly underſtand 
who he means, the charge is not more applicable to them, than 


it is to thoſe-of his own denomination. + 


That Text, Whatſoever is not of Faith, is,” (Rom: 
xiv. 23.) Mr Carter underſtands as applicable 4% to thoſe 
| doubts about what was lawful ani dub not, in regard ts. F ewiſh 
Aiftinions of meats as clean and S But it ap . to me 
td have been laid down as a general maxim, which applies to 
All religious performances. The word WHATSORV ER 
methinks, ſhews wery plainly that the application of the 
paſſage is conſiderably extenſive, and, by no means, to 
limited to the queſtion about meare, as our author ſuppoſes. . 
There is in the Church of England, Mr. Carter ſays, 
4 VERY SOLEMN profe/fion of faith made at the adminiſ{- 
tration of Baptiſm.” And ſo there is in the church of Rome, 
not only at the baptizing of infaiits, but alſo, if 1 am nok 
much miſtaken, at the baptizing of BELLS likewiſe. For - ot 
that the Bell mult have Godfathers ;. in order, I ſuppoſe, to 
make a ſelemm 5 2 of Faith in its name; and t / wg 77 
_ Baptizzer muſt be a Biſhop ; which, probably, adds to the ſo- 


name of the Trinity, folenixly croſſes it, anoints it, prays for 
. &c.. Kc. Kc. 

e queſtion, Where is it ſald, Let your Children bo 

bag by Mr. Carter does not attempt to anſwer. But he - 
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t For a artic | ars, FA 3 N FEED a book, 
intituled; Pontificale R amanum ; AMutoritate Pontificia, * 
e 1 * in the * Mag. val. Vii, 
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©. the other does agaillt him. But that che other has really; ll 


4 Jueſtion, it is. in truth, ſo far from. bearing bard, againſt us, 
3s chat it does not affect our cauſe at all, but in the way of cn. 
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4>  <huldren, of Sbriſtian parents were. baptized by the A Belles il 
© + 


— This, he thinks, bears much harder againſt us than 


8 ® „ 5 1 * . b * £ 0 
n e e ee, 3s Wade pretty, $vident 
y his having diſmiſſed it without, an anſwer, As to % 


g 


n 


i firming it. For it ſhews, That to be the children of cbrie, © al 
das parents, was a matter of ſo litile account with the Apo- il 
tles and inſpired writers of the New Teſtament, that however, 
frequent it might have occurred to them that. ſuch, among 
others, were, after they came to age, admitted to Baptim, 
e never thought that circumſtance. worth once recording, 
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have clearly and invariably inſtructed us that mens right to 
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rents, Or Any diſtinction of progeny, but upon their publicly 
confeſſing t n * | A 
h and repentan ts 


Permit me now to adviſe you, in our frien Ps Fong, to keep *' 


The Strictures are cloſed with Ar addre/5. ro chrift 
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our aloſet, leſt you ſhould be tun.. 


own ſtedfaſtneſs.— However, whilſt you claim a right to jud | 3 ; 
tor yourſelf, grant to others the ſame liberty. Finally, Teles = 
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Your ſincere Friend, and - 
Humble Servant. 
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